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Editorial 


For God So Loved Punjab 


Punjab is undergoing a facelift. Not the surgical type but a 
religious type in which a peculiar version of Christianity is spreading 
fast enough to give Punjab a new face altogether. 

The land of five rivers is about to get the 4th largest church 
in the world. It is being constructed in Jalandhar, Punjab — the hub of 
missionaries - at a cost of Rs 2,000 Crore. The capital city of the Sikhs 
— Amritsar - is home to 700 churches. The SGPC — the primary panthik 
organization of the Sikhs has gotten a rival in the form of SCPC - 
Shiromani Church Parbandhak Committee. The land of the Sikh Gurus 
has become a haven for churches — 8,000 of the 12,000 villages of 
Punjab have a church that was built in the last ten years. Sikh 
terminology has found itself new parameters. The congregation in 
the church is called a “satsang”, the church is referred to as a 
“gsurdwara”, the food served therein is the “langgar” and Lord Jesus 
is revered as “satguru Jesus” or “vaheguru Jesus.” 

None of these have anything to do with the spread of 
traditional Christianity in Punjab. The Catholic faith has existed in 
Punjab from the colonial days. St. Mary's Cathedral in Jalandhar, 
Punjab, India, is the seat of the bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Jalandhar. It was constructed by Vicariate Apostolic Rev. Fr. John 
Mc Donnel in 1847. No one has, or should have any concerns or 
reservations with the growth of Catholicism or any of the other 
denominations of the largest religion in the world. 

The kind of “Christianity” that is spreading in Punjab is best 
described as the scourge of “faith healing.” And it is the business 
model for people who are anything but faithful to the religion under 
whose label they operate. Punjab is the new home for the purveyors 
of “miraculous and faith healing” that have led to people being duped 
into losing their live savings and health; and cheated into converting 
out of their religions. People, especially children have died or faced 
serious medical complications as a result of following the advice 
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of these conmen “faith healers.” Conversions out of their religions at the behest and lure of these conmen have 
caused familial and social disruptions that threaten the peace and harmony of Punjab. 

Despite the fraudulent nature of these groups, the menace is growing rapidly. These “faith healers” have 
acquired and developed sprawling spaces where thousands gather in periodical special prayer meetings in places 
such as Ludhiana and Kapurthla. These groups have churned out thousands of videos of “sermons” and “faith 
healing” that include the testimonies of those “cured” by miracle or prayer of their “pastors” in efforts to increase 
their flock and build their personal coffers. 

Three big outfits are involved in this dubious practice. Leading the pack is pastor Gursharan Kaur Deol’s 
mass “faith healing” in which she claims miracle cures for kidney stones, joint pain, backache, and “possession by 
the evil spirits.” She and her husband, Harbhajan Singh Deol run Jesus Healing Ministry at Khojewala village of 
Kapurthala district and have a huge following. They have kept their Sikh names to make it easier to lure Punjabis 
and Sikhs into their scam. The second place is held by “Prophet” Barjinder Singh’s Church of Glory and Wisdom 
which specializes in “blessing people” with salary hikes and miracle cure for serious ailments. Then there is 
“Apostle” Ankur Narula, who runs the Church of Signs and Wonders at Khambra village in Jalandhar. He too draws 
thousands to his healing masses. He is the one who is building the fourth largest church in the world at Jalandhar. 

Some of these faith healers are suspected criminals. Pastor Barjinder Singh, for instance, was arrested on 
charges of rape. He has also been accused of swindling people of money to cure them of their cancers. 

The Hindu of September 20, 2021 summed up the scourge that Punjab is undergoing at the hands of the 
conniving “faith healers”. The report states “we have covered how the conversion industry is flourishing in Punjab 
with proselytizers like “Apostle” Ankur Narula. Gursharan Kaur, rape accused “Prophet” Barjinder Singh etc. using 
fake miracle cures, deception, illegal foreign funds and the good old-fashioned “rice bag” (including illegally 
diverted government rations) to lure converts from among the poor underprivileged sections of Sikhs & Hindus”. 

Sikhs have naturally expressed concern at the morass of blind faith that Punjab is becoming. The SGPC 
launched a campaign of “Ghar Ghar Andar Dharamsal” to counter unethical conversions. The Global Sikh Council 
(GSC) has engaged with a variety of parties within Punjab to find a legal solution to the activity. The GSC’s 
argument is summed up in its letter to the SGPC. “To control and check such unlawful conversions and nefarious 
“faith-healing” sessions, many States in India have enacted laws criminalizing such activities called “Freedom of 
Religion Act (or Ordinance”). The States that have enacted such laws include Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Madhya 
Pardesh, Uttar Pardesh, Odisha, Himachal Pardesh, etc. These states have, after the passing of this laws - seen a 
tremendous drop in the unethical conversions and faith-healing instances.” 

Lady Singh Dr Kanwaljit Kaur OBE, President of the GSC has argued that the tactic of using Sikh spiritual 
terminology such as “satsang,” “gurdwara,” “langgar” and “vaheguru” by these charlatans for their flock, church, 
food and Jesus respectively amounted to religious and cultural appropriation of the Sikh Faith and its practices, 
customs, Gurbani and traditions. The objective is to deceive the converting Sikhs into believing that the version of 
Christianity that was being presented to them by these imposters was no more than an off-shoot of Sikhism. 

Why are Sikhs of Punjab falling victim to the scams of “miraculous faith healing” and in numbers that are 
almost unimaginable? The blame can be apportioned to three groups. The first is dera-waad — the babas, sants 
and other banarsee thuggs - as titled appropriately by Kabir in the SGGS. These people severely corrupted the 
divine spirituality of Guru Nanak and brought it down to a self-serving business transaction. 

The deal was simple. These crooks in holy garb promised cures, promotions, male offspring, overseas visas 
and a lot more in return for common Sikhs offering them money to perform ardas, akhand paths, and other 
ceremonies at their deras. In essence then, over a period of one century, these dera and taksalee sants and babas 
have made Punjab a most fertile ground for the scourge of pseudo faith healing. These so called sants, babas and 
bhramgyanis prepared the ground work for people like Ankur Narula, Gursharan Kaur, Harbhajan Singh and 
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Prophet Barjinder Singh to come in. The only difference was scale and the grandiosity of their claims. After dealing 
with people who were content to be labelled as “agents of God” - Sants and Babas - the hijacked Sikhs were ready 
to be hypnotized by those who had promoted themselves to “Prophets and God.” 

The second part of the blame goes to SGPC. This was a body tasked with governing the affairs of Sikhi and 
of Sikhs. With annual budgets that sometimes surpassed that of the state government, it could have built schools 
and universities to educate the people of Punjab; hospitals for them to get treated; banks to provide financial 
assistance to farmers, old folks homes, orphanages, welfare homes and so much more. But not a single item 
within the previous sentence was created under the patronage of the SGPC. It’s a body that made space for the 
Ankur Narulas, Gursharan Kaurs, Harbhajan Singhs and Prophet Barjinder Singhs. The vacuum that is the SGPC 
leadership, and zero concern for the welfare of underprivileged Sikhs allowed these false apostles and prophets 
to lure common folk into curing them and much more. 

The primary concern of SGPC has been politics. Over the years it sank itself in the cesspool of Akali politics. 
The Badals ran it by remote control for the past 30 years. Its leadership has been so thoroughly infiltrated by dera 
and taksali folk beginning 1961 thata the Badals didn’t need much effort. This was the year that both the SGPC 
and Akali Dal were headed by dera Sants — Sant Chanan Singh became President of SGPC in this year, while Sant 
Fateh Singh president of Akali Dal. 

It’s thus hard to imagine the SGPC doing something — anything at all — to tackle this scourge of blind faith 
that is faith healing. Their response has been a half-baked idea with no real action plan labeled “Ghar Ghar Andar 
Dharamsal.” Will someone inform the SGPC folk that Ankur Narula and Prophet Barjinder Singh etc have already 
sneaked into the Ghar Ghars of Punjab. 

The final part of the blame goes to the Akal Takhat (AT). As paid employees of the SGPC, one can be 
excused for wondering why AT Jathedars are being considered as a separate cluster for blame apportionment. It’s 
because the damage to Sikhi — in particular to the advance of progressive Sikhi — that has been done and is being 
done by the AT is severe, unmatched and deep. The AT has banned books written by critical and progressive Sikhs. 
The banning of Dr Pyar Singh’s book in 1993 is case in point. It has excommunicated just about anyone who 
exposed the cancer that is dera-waad in Punjab. Gyani Gurbaksh Singh and Dr Harjinder Singh Dilgeer are cases in 
point. It has excommunicated others who have attempted to be reformers. The excommunication of Harnek Singh 
is case in point. They have now aimed their guns at Gurbani scholars such as Tharminder Singh and Dr Oangkar 
Singh. 

Like the SGPC, the AT too has been almost completely and thoroughly infiltrated by the ideology that is 
dera-waad and taksalii. All its Jathedars in the past 3 decades — with one single exception of Professor Manjit Singh 
— have come from deras, are dera-trained or dera affiliated. A good majority of Sikhs are of the view that it is the 
Sant Samaj that is running the AT today. In the ultimate sense then, the AT power of excommunication is the 
sword that is wielded on anyone and everyone who works to make the Sikhi of Guru Nanak relevant to the younger 
generation. Compared to the archaic version of Sikhi as presented by the dera and taksali folk, Christianity appears 
to be a modern option. 

John 3:16 says that “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. It takes a huge leap of faith to entertain the notion that God so 
suddenly loved Punjab to have sent “Apostle” Ankur Narula and “Prophet” Barjinder Singh to deliver “faith 
healing” to them. The truth of the matter is that what’s going on in Punjab has nothing to do with God loving the 
world or loving Punjab. In fact, it has nothing to do with God. 


Karminder Singh Dhillon, PhD (Boston), 
Editor in Chief. 
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Koee Janeiy Kavn Eha Jug Meet 
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ASA HIS" y Wg 3 1 IW Afsaa YATE Il 


Jaitsree Mehla 5 Ghar 3 Ek Oangkar Satgur Parsad. 





ae ara dee Sto afar His II 


Koee Janeiy Kvn Eha Jug Meet. 


Koee - One in many, Rare. Janeiy — Lit. Know; Realization. Kvn- How, What. Eha Jug- Lit. This world; Spiritual 
World, Spiritual Journey; Spirituality. Meet- Lit. Friend, Acquaintance, Associate; Mind. 


Rare is the Realization Pertaining to Spirituality, O Mind 


Note: The messages of Gurbani are addressed to the mind. Words such as amet g Bhai Ray, m“idt aet Aree Bayi, 


Het A Mayi Mein, Hd HB Mayrey Meet etc. even if literally referring to relations are often used to address the 
mind. 


faa of fours ASt fafa g8 ot at faans HS 19 NTE II 


Jis Hoey Kirpal Soi Bidh Bhujey Ta Ki Nirmal Reet 
Jis — Which. Hoey — Lit. Happens, takes place. Jis Hoey — Through which. Kirpal — The Creator. Soi Bidh- That Way 
(of Spirituality). Bhujey- Lit. Know; Realization. Ta Ki- Of which, Whose. Nirmal- Lit. Without Contamination; 
Unique. Reet — Lit. Practices; Conduct, Manner. 


Through Which Spirituality the Creator is Realized and Whose Manner is Unique. 


BLUE — Context from previous verse. 


nrg fus afest AS dou fer) His mg 3TH II 


Maat Pita Banta Sut Bhandup Esht Meet Ar Bhayee 


Maat Pita- Lit. Parents. Banta- Lit. Wife. Sut- Lit. Children. Bhandup- Lit. Friends. Esht- Meet- Lit. Close friends. 
Ar- O. Bhayee- Lit. Brother. 


Note: The phrase HT3 fs gost Hs sau Maat Pita Banta Sut Bhandup Esht Meet collectively refers to the family 
and associates. This verse is generally translated to mean that these relations and relatives are obstacles and 


Hindrances to our Spirituality and of no help in our spiritual journey. 


The literal meaning cannot be applied for the following two reasons: 
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1) Saying that our parents, spouses, siblings, family etc. are hindrances and obstacles to spirituality is NOT a 
Gurmat concept. All of these are God given and to be treated with love and respect — not with the 
suspicion that they are obstacles. Treating the family as such, and renouncing it was indeed part of the 
pre-1469 spiritual practices; but Gurbani has critiqued it. 


2) If accepted in the literal sense, the verse would NOT apply to a female because a female cannot have a 
Banta “wife” and because the word “husband” is not included in the list of family. This would mean that 
the verse would have no applicability to half the human world. This is not the norm in Gurbani. All of 
Gurbani applies to all of human-kind. 


3) The final two words of the verse md Stet Ar Bhayee (O Mind!) makes clear that Guru Arjun is addressing 
the Mind. If the word 3Tet Bhayee is translated literally as “brother” then the question arises as to why 
“sisters” are left out. 


The issue in the Rahao verse is Spirituality that brings about realization of the Creator. The issue in this verse 
is therefore being addressed to the mind. 


The spiritual message of the verse therefore is with regard to family and associates of the mind. The family of 
the Mind consists of the SENSES as they are closely related to the mind. The associates of the mind are the 
innumerable thoughts and ideas that keep emanating from it, reside within the mind and define our mind. 


The senses and our thoughts have a real and impactful bearing on our spirituality. This is the uniqueness of 
the messages of Gurbani in general and this shabd in particular. So the verse would have to be interpreted 
accordingly. 


nrg fus' afest AS dou fer) HS mg STH II 


Maat Pita Banta Sut Bhandup Esht Meet Ar Bhayee 


Maat Pita Banta Sut - Lit. Parents, Wife, Children, Family; Senses. Bhandup, Esht Meet- Lit. Friends, Close friends; 
Thoughts that are close to the mind. Ar-O. Bhayee- Lit. Brother; O Mind. 


All My Senses and Thoughts That Remain Close to Me; O Mind! 


Ya AGH a fHS HAG Mists aS AIS 19 I 


Purub Janm Kei Miley Sanjogi Anthey Ko Na Sahayi. 


Purub — Origin, start. Janm- Life. Kei- Of. Miley- Received. Sanjogi - Associates; partners. Anthey Ko — That Inner, 
Within. Na Sahayi- Do not assist. 


They Originate with, and are Partners of Life; Yet Do Not Assist That Inner Journey of Realization of the 
Creator Within 
BLUE — Context from Rahao Verse. 


Hats HS aad BS dat Hs das at Hifear II 


Mukt Mal Kank Lal Hira Mun Ranjun Ki Maya 
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Mukt- Freedom, Emancipation. Mal- Lit. collection of beads; Treasure. Kank Lal Hira - Lit. Gold, Gems; 
Invaluable. Mun — Mind. Ranjun- Origin (Runj) — Imbued. Ki — Of. Maya- Illusion. 


My Senses and Thoughts Are an Invaluable Treasure for My Emancipation O Mind; Yet Are Imbued in Illusions 


BLUE — Context from Previous Verse. 


oT a agy fast wets st Hfs H3y @ Ue I 2 II 


Ha Ha Karm Bihani Avdheh Ta Meh Santokh Na Paya 


HaHa Karm- __ Deeds of Self Interest. Bihani- Spent, passed. Avdheh- Life. Ta — Result, Outcome. Meh- I. 
Santokh- Contentment. Na Paya — Not Realized. 


Imbued in Those Illusions My Life Has Passed in Deeds of Selfishness; the Result of Which | have Not Realized 
Contentment 
BLUE — Context from Previous Verse. 


TJAfs Ja AA US Sa USl SHS VsdeT Il 


Hast Ruth Asth Pavan Tej Dhanni Bhuman Chatranga 
Hast-Lit. Elephant; metaphor for Pride (of size and strength). Ruth Asth Pavan Tej- Lit. Chariots Pulled by Horses 
that Run Faster than the Wind; metaphor for Power. Dhanni- Wealthy. Bhuman- Lit. Land Proprietor. Chatranga- 
Lit. Four types of armies; metaphor for Enormous Power. 


These Deeds of Selfishness Can Create Mammoth Pride, Immense Wealth and Enormous Power 


BLUE — Context from Previous Verse. 


Fifa 3 wee fea His cen Cfo frafes arar Il 3 II 


Sungg Na Chaleyo En Meh Kachuaei Uth Sidhayo Nanga. 


Sungg - Lit. Accompany; Assistance. Na Chaleyo- Lit. go along. En Meh- Amongst these. Kachuaei- None. Uth- 
Awaken. Sidhayo- Traverse, travel. Nanga- Lit. nude; metaphor for being devoid. 


None of These Deeds Offer Assistance Along the Journey of Spirituality; Awaken O Mind! Traverse It Devoid of 
Such Deeds 


BLUE — Context from Previous Verse and Rahao Verse. 


dfa 2 Hz fipy Utsn ys 2 oe ofa ofa arehs II 


Har Kay Sant Priya Pritam Prabh Kay Ta Keiy Har Har Gayeay 
Har-Omnipresent Creator. Kay- Of. Sant (plural) — Seekers of Realization of the Creator Within. Priya Pritam- 
Beloved. Prabh — Lord. Ta Keiy- Of Whom (Creator). Har Har Gayeay- Lit. Singing of Virtues of the Omnipresent 


Creator; Imbuing Divine Virtues. 


Seekers of Realization of the Creator Within Remain Imbued in Divine Virtues of the Beloved Lord 


The Sikh Bulletin d3-J'S U8 Sad April-June 2022 





Baa Std AY Md HY CaS Afal Hse BA ureha |S 19 Ul 


Nanak Eha Sukh Agey Mukh Ujal Sang Santan Keiy Payieay. SGGS 700 


Eha —Here and Now. Sukh- Spiritual Bliss. Agey- Future, objective, goal (in spirituality). Mukh Ujal- Lit. Radiant 
Face; Joyous having achieved the spiritual goal. Sang- Assistance; Accompany. Santan- Of the Sant, Pertaining to 
the Sant (singular) Guru. Keiy- Of Whom (Creator). Payieay- Lit. Obtained; Achieved (the spiritual goal). 


Nanak, Remaining Imbued in Divine Virtues Provides Spiritual Bliss Here and Now and in Realizing My 
Spiritual Goal; | Achieved this Goal through the Company of my Guru. 


BLUE — Context from Previous Verse. 


Note: The word “Sant” in singular refers either to the Creator or Guru in Gurbani. In the plural form it refers to 
seekers of the Creator. 


Points to Note. 


1. The intended message of the shabd is spiritual in nature. Specifically, it is about Realization of the 
Creator Within. 


2. The shabd points out that the primary driver of our spiritual process is our mind. 


3. The primary obstacles faced by our mind are the worldly and temporal dictates of our senses and our 
thought processes. 


4. The goal of spirituality is Realization of the Creator Within the se/f. And the primary method is through 
the imbuing of divine virtues. 


5. The imbuing of divine virtues provides bliss Here and Now (while on the Journey) and provides 
assistance towards achieving the goal of our spirituality. 


6. The company and assistance of the Guru is necessary in achieving our goal of spirituality. 


7. Literal translations that ask us to consider our family, relatives and friends as obstacles and for us to go 
into the company of mortals who proclaim themselves as “sants” rob us of the opportunity in getting to 
the intended messages of the shabd. Gurmat does not consider the family and relatives as spiritual 
obstacles. Gurmat also does not recognize the ability of self-proclaimed “sants” to assist us in our actual 
journeys. Sikhi is a spirituality of the Self, by the Self, for the Self. Guru Nanak says mye Jel nimyet 
mmy ot alg Hedy ll Apann Hathee Apnna Apey Hi Kaaj Swareay. (SGGS 474). 
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Haripur: 
A Town of Spiritual Inclusion 


Ek Ong Kaar K. Michaud, 
Interview with Dr. Harbans Lal 


Haripur is a town located near the Khyber Pass in modern 
day Pakistan. It rests in the lap of the Himalayan 
Mountains, 1650 feet above sea level. The town is 65 
kilometers/40 miles north of Pakistan’s capital Islamabad 
and only 20 km/12 miles from the historic Sikh shrine, 
Gurdwara Sri Panja Sahib in the town of Hassan Abdal. Haripur is famous partly because it is close to Malika- 
Parbat, the highest peak in the Kaghan Valley at 17,356 feet. 

Like so many villages in this part of the world, it holds centuries of memories. This area was known as the 
hub of the Gandhara civilization, the ancient civilization connected with Vedic traditions and later, with Buddhist 
thought. 

The land, itself, holds memories. Memories of conflicts, memories of war. Memories of great spiritual 
guides, of religious world views, competing with each other for dominance. What exists today does not resemble 
life from a hundred years ago, or 200 years ago, or 1000 years ago. Political and religious forces in this region have 
reshaped boundaries and alliances like ocean waves resculpt the sands of the shore. 

The men known as the Sikh Gurus (Teachers) did the improbable. They created pockets of religious 
harmony among various faith traditions in this region. They established a vision for an egalitarian way of life. A 
way of life that offered nourishment to all people, with no regard to caste, creed or gender. 

Dr. Habans Lal recalls how the Sikh tradition of inclusiveness once saturated all of India 

At the time of Guru Gobind Singh, there was a Hindu journalist by the name of Birbal. He was an official 
reporter of the Hindu Rajas who were fighting against Guru Gobind Singh. He wrote in Persian and published in 
Persian newspapers. 

In these reports, he writes about Guru Gobind Singh, even though Guru Gobind Singh was his enemy, so 
to speak. He writes about the Sikhs. India at that time included Afghanistan, Nepal, Burma, and Ceylon. He says 
that in the whole of India, there is no village without a place dedicated to Guru Nanak. Where people got together 
and learned what Guru Nanak taught. No village in all of India. 

After that, the British travelers with the British India Company wrote that 25% of the Indian population, 
from India to Afghanistan to Burma, 25% were either Sikhs or they believed in Sikhism and the Sikh way of life. 

The definitions were not there. You could call yourself Hindu and you could come to Gurdwara. You could 
call yourself a Muslim and come to Gurdwara. Ayub Khan, a faithful Muslim, who rose to the rank of Pakistan’s 
President, indeed, was a frequent visitor of the gurdwara and often recited the opening verse of Guru Nanak’s 
poem, Jap. 

You were a Sikh in all respects. People did not pay attention to what you were called, what you believed, 
or practiced. It is only recently that there is this politics of definition: you are a Sikh; you are not a Sikh. We waste 
so much time and energy telling people you are a Sikh or you are not a Sikh. None of that was heard of in the town 
of Haripur. 
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There was so much love between communities. Nobody cared who was what. All of them believed in Guru 
Nanak’s teachings. And everyone considered Guru Nanak their prophet (teacher.) 

The Muslims said, he is our Pir. The Hindus and Sikhs said he is our Guru. They did not have to change 
from being Muslim to being Sikh.” - Interview on November 3, 2017. 

The Sikh Gurus envisioned an exemplary human society: peaceful, 
prosperous, where people of different faiths could live together in 
harmony. This vision inspired the origins of Haripur. 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh was a Sikh warrior who lived from 1780- 
1839. During his lifetime, and with the help of many allies (including his 
mother-in-law Sada Kaur and the Akali warrior Phoola Singh), Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh established an empire in the Punjab region. At its height, the 
empire of Maharaja Ranjit Singh stretched from the Khyber Pass in the 
west, to Kashmir in the north - touching the borders of Tibet; to the Sind 
River in the south and in the east to Himachal Pradesh. This Sikh Empire, 
under Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s rule, succeeded at keeping the British 
Empire at bay. 

One of the Maharaja’s allies was a formidable military tactician 
named General Hari Singh Nalwa. General Hari Singh Nalwa served as the 
Commander-in-Chief to the army of the Sikh Empire from 1804 until 1837. 
His famous military campaigns include securing the Khyber Pass. However, 
his army mostly consisted of Muslim faithfuls in addition to Sikhs. 


Maharaja Ranjit Singh 





Dr. Harbans Lal described the origins of 
Haripur, his hometown, this way: 

At the time of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, his 

kingdom extended to Afghanistan. He had a 
very open government. He had Muslims in his 
army besides Hindus. His prime minister was 
Muslim. His finance minister was Muslim. 
People from different religions served in his 
government. 
Hari Singh Nalwa lived in the area where | was 
born. He was made the governor of Kashmir and 
adjoining areas. Maharaja Ranjit Singh honored 
Hari Singh Nalwa by naming a city (close to the 
Khyber Pass) Haripur. He had a fort built there 
in his name, (Fort Hari Singh) which still exists. It 
is in bad condition, but it is still there.” - (From 
an Interview on June 8, 2018.) 

There was an old town Pakhli Sarkar 
(circa 1472 A.D.). The contemporary Haripur 
was founded at its place in 1822 by Hari Singh 
= oe = Nalwa, who was not only a general of Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh’s army but then also Governor of 
Kashmir. 











Hari Singh Nalwa 
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Maharaja honored his favorite general by renaming Pakhli Sarkar as Haripur and built a fort named after 
General Nalwa. This was the only town Maharaja had ever ordered to be renamed. Maharaja Ranjit Singh ordered 
that the city be called Haripur, in honor of his general. (from the Article Hari Singh Nalwa’s Haripur: Microcosm 
of Sikh Multi-Faith Life) 

Hari Singh Nalwa was stationed there. The Sikh army with a majority of recruits from the Muslim 
community was there. This was an entirely Muslim area. But because of Hari Singh Nalwa’s presence, many Sikhs 
migrated and settled. 

Hari Singh Nalwa wanted to make it an exemplary Sikh town. He funded the building of a Mosque, a Hindu 
Mandir and a Gurdwara. He paid for all three because the Sikh Raaj is everybody. - (From an Interview on July 2, 
2018) 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh provided the funds. That town had one Mosque built by Sikhs, one Gurdwara built 
by Sikhs, and one Mandir built by Sikhs. The kingdom paid and got three institutions built. - (From an Interview on 
November 3, 2017.) 

Hari Singh Nalwa wanted to make this a model city. There was a water shortage. The town had spread 
around the Fort of Hari Singh. So Hari Singh Nalwa created a well-planned water storage and distribution system, 
nicknamed Rangila. 

Rangila was in fact the name of a civil engineer who established this unique water supply system for the 
town. The reservoir collected water from a perennial river called Dor and then supplied it for irrigation and 
drinking. As many as nine supply lines originated from Rangila and spread through the entire town. There were 
roads and shops along the water streams. The water fed fruit orchards and grain fields included those owned by 
my family. 

This was the first time in Indian history that an organized dam and water distribution system got created. 
Nine tributaries came out of it. My friend and | went to pay a visit last year. And now there are only four tributaries 
left. 

Hari Singh Nalwa distributed water. He promoted agriculture. Thus, the area surrounding Haripur was a 
very green area. 

Islam was and still is the predominant religion in the area, although there was significant presence of Sikhs 
and Hindus. Additionally, there was a non-Muslim tribe known as Kalasha, believed to be descendants of the 
ancient armies of Alexander the Great (see MS Kohli, ONE MORE STEP, Penguin, 2005). Urdu is the major language 
that is both written and spoken. The other languages mostly spoken there were dialects of Hindko, Punjabi, 
Pashto, and Pahari. (From an interview on July 2, 2018 and from the article, Hari Singh Nalwa’s Haripur: 
Microcosm of Sikh Multi-Faith Life) 

Dr. Harbans Lal was born around 110 years after Hari Singh Nalwa established these social and spiritual 
institutions for Haripur. The fascinating history of the Sikh Gurus, of their egalitarian social vision, and their 
intuitive mystical approach - all of this was woven into Haripur’s traditions, architecture and society. It formed the 
cocoon that surrounded Dr. Harbans Lal in his childhood years. 

Reprinted with courtesy from A Tapestry of Memory -— A Space for Untold Stories at 
https://tapestryofmemory.or 
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The Truth of Ragmala 


Karminder Singh, PhD (Boston). 
dhillon99@gmail.com 





Ragmala is the name of a composition that is found on the final page (1430) of 
the Sri Guru Granth Sahib (SGGS). It consists of 10 paragraphs. The style of 
compositions found within the Sri Guru Granth Sahib is such that the writer of 
every verse is specified within the composition, but such is not the case with 
Ragmala. There is no indication anywhere within Ragmala if it is composed by 
any Guru, Bhagat or any of the 35 writers of the SGGS. This article thus explores 
the truth of Ragmala, its origins and its substantive content. 

A Kavi (poet) named Alam has written a granth (text) titled Madhav Nal Kaam Kandla. As the name 
suggests, the book is a narrative of two individuals: a male by the name of Madhav Nal and a woman named Kaam 
Kandla. More specifically it narrates the story of a relationship between the two individuals. Paras 61 and 62 of 
Kavi Alam’s composition (page 13 of his granth) is as follows: 

3S AH ACS StH | nie Usd fad So Sr | E41 
Boleiy Kaam Kandla Nari. Aav Chatur Bich Chun Bhari. 
ad He Hdils 33 fads Wass | 
Pd MSU aH Ae US Ud HA IS | E2I 
Bajaiy Sabh Sangeet Tunt Biret Chantaal. 
Bahur Alapeh Rag Kat Panch Panch Sang Baal. 


L_KARMINDER 





It is clear from para 61 that Kaam Kandla is a woman (atdt Nari). Para 62 makes clear she is engaged in 
the profession of dance, song, drama and play acting. Read collectively, both paras make clear that the 
composition is about Kaam Kandla’s profession; dance and song abilities; and her relationship with the individual 
named Madhav Nal. 


THE ORIGIN OF RAGMALA AS FOUND ON THE FINAL a] erica 

PAGE OF THE SGGS Ba we fefs fiefs eng ueAg Ag As fae I vifs oy oad ot ufee fA at ASH 
So mod i totwe Fa se fon a dfs Curd | So ers aif og Wel fas fas ce 
Sie ud SH Hag wae afar soba Ag oe YON UATE 9 Il Aer Hoe U I So 




















As shocking, appalling, and outrageous as it may £ ots FS odt HS Fa atset 1 A facafenrs & TE at nel SoH ufeGel 1 SoH 
seem, paras 63 to 72 of Kavi Alam’s Madhav Nal Kaam oy SMe ees oe eats ie ive 0 ose I i 
Kandla —the narrative of Kaam Kandla’s drama, dance “ ae nfsars unre 


SS) Bra Mar aan Sar Fifer us ae Fifer vrmufs wreG Sea || YSN Ta Fae Se 
and song — is what is found what is found in the SGGS 2 “ oe 


on page 1430. More specifically, paras 63 to 72 of 
Kavi Alam’s poetry (copied and pasted as Ragmala in 
the SGGS) is a snapshot description of a scene of the 
dance, song and drama of Kaam Kandla. As dreadful 


a aadt I us carat Afar Gaadt 1 yen Soet forest 1 Ufsorct arefa darat 1 ufs 














and scandalous as it may seem, these paragraphs are Swap ct set et 8 B96 at ure wet tan cae ferme Hovety 1 Hart 
advocated as spiritual messages and recited as ee Ma He refa 09 0 Bes feos avec mnyet wet aS Une Wy Bue @ Ores 
) ofes us 1 eShor HeaGra orerufs i Afar Toot use ute I asad nig 





Gurbani during every bhog ceremony by our clergy. A 2 Gedo 1 atordt righ oct 1 cond 2 wee art res gar aR Ff wet I 
side-by-side comparison of the composition of Kavi 


; . Ragmala as recorded in the SGGS on the final page 
Alam’s composition and that found on the final page 
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of the SGGS as Ragmala will help us decipher the truth pertaining to the origins of the latter. 





Para 63 
of Kavi Alam’s Madhav Nal Kaam Kandla 


Para 1 of Ragmala 
as found on page 1430 of the SGGS 





duet | Tal Pa Afar us adate | Afar werufa 
MSS Seo | UBH Ta 3d S age | UT Tat 
Hal Guo | YSH saet fastest | UfSnielt 
arefa daret | us wmASatat set art 1 3aQ 
at ug ardt | UsH Jay fey Hares | 
SSH HY HUE drefd | €3 | 


Chaupai. Rag Eyk Sang Panch Brangan. Sang 
Alapeh Atho Nandan. Pritham Rag Bhairon Veiy 
Karhi. Panch Ragni Sang Ucharhi. Pritham 
Bhairavi Bilavli. Puniaki Gaveh Bangli. Pun 
Aslaykhi Ki Bhayi Bari. Eh Bharion Ki Pancho Nari. 
Pancham Harakh Disakh Sunavaiy. Bangalam 
Madh Madhav Gaveh. 63. 








QG Afsald UATE Il ToT HST || Gal Sat Hla Us Ads I 
Hat nBrufa we See | USH Ta 3G 2 aad 1 Us 
wast Aa Cra | YSH saat fYsrest 11 UfSoratt area 
gast 1 ufs mAs at set ad 11 S38 at urs arc II 
UdH ddu feny Hotel || YaMBH HY HUE ged 11 9 Il 


Ek Oangkar Satgur Parsad. Ragmala. Rag Eyk Sang Panch 
Brangan. Sang Alapeh Atho Nandan. Pritham Rag Bhairon 
Veiy Karhi. Panch Ragni Sang Ucharhi. Pritham Bhairavi 
Bilavli. Puniaki Gaveh Bangli. Pun Aslaykhi Ki Bhayi Bari. Eh 
Bharion Ki Pancho Nari. Pancham Harakh Disakh Sunavaiy. 
Bangalam Madh Madhav Gaveh. 1. 


Note: Differences between the two versions are denoted in 
RED. 








The changes to para 63 of Kavi Alam’s composition in the version of the SGGS are as follows: 


1. The phrase 96 Afsard une Ek Oangkar Satgur Parsad has been added. There is no such phrase in the 


original by Kavi Alam who is a Muslim poet. 


2. Anew title has been created namely d'dI H'™S! Ragmala. The original title is Madhav Nal Kaam Kandla. 
Kavi Alam does not use the word Ragmala in his composition. 


3. The word duet Chaupai has been removed from the SGGS version, even if the poetic form of the copied 
version is still Chaupai. (Note: Chaupai is a specific form of Indian poetry). 

4. The number 63 — representing the 63 paragraph of Madhav Nal Kaam Kandla - has been changed to 1 — 
to represent the first paragraph of a new composition titled Ragmala. 


5. The punctuation has been changed from single Bal dandee ([) to double Bal dandee (]). 


Based on the above changes, the following questions need answers. 


1. Who lifted, copied, stole, or plagiarized Kavi Alam’s work and inserted it into the SGGS on the final page 
(1430)? Since there is no Mehia title and the word “Nanak” is not found anywhere in Ragmala, nor is the 
name of any bhagat used, it is clear that the act of plagiarism is not the work of any of our Gurus or any 
of the 35 writers of the SGGS. We know that none of the 35 writers would ever indulge in any theft of 


someone else’s work. 


2. What was the need to lift, copy, steal and plagiarize this non-spiritual poetry and include it as “Gurbani” 
into the SGGS — other than to corrupt and contaminate the purity of the SGGS. 
3. Why was q@ fsa une Ek Oangkar Satgur Parsad added — other than to mislead us Sikhs into thinking 


that this poetry was Gurbani? 
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Why was the word duet Chaupai removed? Because retaining it would have exposed the act of copying 
and stealing a composition from outside the SGGS — given that Chaupai is never the poetic form in the 
entire 1429 pages of the SGGS? 

Why was the numbering “63” changed to “1” - other than to mislead us Sikhs into thinking that this stolen 
poetry of Kavi Alam is a “Gurbani composition” that begins here at para 1? 

Why was the punctuation of every verse changed from single Bal dandee | to double Sat dandee Il - other 
than to mislead us Sikhs into thinking that this lifted, stolen and plagiarized poetry was indeed Gurbani 
and inserted into the SGGS by Guru Arjun, because the Guru used the double dandee Bat Il throughout 


the SGGS? 


This is how para 65 is written in Kavi Alam’s Madhav Nal Kaam Kandla and Ragmala as found on the final page 


within the SGGS. 





Para 65 
of Kavi Alam’s Madhav Nal Kaam Kandla 


Para 3 of Ragmala 
as found on page 1430 of the SGGS 





duet | esha His aera mrerufs | Hfat darat 
urd aufg | disodt mg te curt card Ht gst 
Sad | vavad & urd aret | wesdn gal Aa 
Set | Hg HAS wae | yas de AGHA 
Sas | d ue me SCT oe We | HSA TA 
Hfal Bre | €u | 

Chaupai. Dutiya Mal Kausak Alapeh. Sang Ragni 
Pancho Thapeh. Gondkri Ar Dev Kandhari Ghandari 
Si Huti Uchari. Dhansri Ey Pancho Gayi. Malkaus 
Rag Sang Layi. Maru Mast Angmewara. Parbal 
Chand Kausak Ubhara. Kao Khat Aao Bhaora Nad 
Gaye. Malkaus Rag Sang Laye. 








shit HSA wmrsrutd || Afal datat urs auf Il 
dad mg vedi 1 diordt Host Cart | Tava & 
Ud Wet | HS Tal AGHA Hfal Bret i Hg HASH 
Hed | YASds AGHA Vs || UU mG sg ae ge 
Il MAE HBACHS Aa SES Il 9 Il 

Dutiya Malkausak Alapeh. Sang Ragni Pancho Thapeh. 
Gondkri Ar Devgandhari. Ghandari Sihuti Uchari. Dhansri Ey 
Pancho Gayi. Mal Rag Kausak Sang Layi. Maru Mastang 
Mewara. Parbal Chand Kausak Ubhara. Khaokhat Aao 
Bhaoranad Gaye. Asht Malkausak Sang Laye. 

Note: Differences between the two versions are denoted 
in RED. 








The changes to para 65 of Kavi Alam’s composition of the version in the SGGS are as follows: 


1. The word duet Chaupai has been removed. 

2. The number 65 — representing the 65" paragraph - has been changed to 1. 

3. The punctuation has been changed from single Sal dandee | to double 3at dandee Il. 

4. There are other changes (errors) in the process of lifting, copying, stealing and plagiarizing of Alam’s 
original poetry. For instance, ez AUT Dad Dev Kandhari Ghandari has been changed to eediurd Devghandari 
in line 3. In line 6, HISAA Fa Malkauns Rag has been changed to HTS ddI agHa Maal Raag Kausak. These 
errors are either genuine mistakes or purposive — to hide the act of plagiarism and make the copied composition 
appear original. Both type of errors has no place within Gurbani — if indeed Ragmala is Gurbani. 
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This is how para 66 is written in Kavi Alam’s Madhav Nal Kaam Kandla and Ragmala as found on the final 
page within the SGGS. 





Para 66 Para 4 of Ragmala 
of Kavi Alam’s Madhav Nal Kaam Kandla as found on page 1430 of the SGGS 


Hdd"! ule wm Iss ure Std Afal mA | uls wi tise ud at Hla mA HS Il Gold 3% ABS 
HS | SSH 3 ahs Wels 3S fhatea | aries srg fred tl 1 

1g} Pun Aieyo Hindol Punch Nar Sang Ast Sut. Uthey Taan Kalol Gaen 
Sortha. Pun Aiyo Hindol Paanch Nar Sang Ast | Taar Milavhi. 

Sut. Uthaiy So Taan Kalo! Gaveh Taal | Note: Differences between the two versions are denoted in RED. 
Milayaeykay. 66. 
The changes to para 66 of Kavi Alam’s composition of the version in the SGGS on page 1430 are as follows: 

















1. The word Hdd! Sortha has been removed. 

2. The number 66 — representing the 66" paragraph - has been changed to 1. 

3. The punctuation has been changed from single 3al dandee | to double Sal dandee Il. 

4. There are changes (errors) in the process of lifting, copying, stealing and plagiarizing of Alam’s original 
poetry. For instance, aefa 37% feria Gaveh Taal Miyaeykay has been changed to ates 3g fHBtTSct Gaen 
Taar Milavhi. Again, these errors are either genuine mistakes or purposive — to hide the act of plagiarism and make 
the copied composition appear original. Both type of errors has no place within Gurbani — indicating that Ragmala 
is not Gurbani to begin with. 


This is how para 72 is written in Kavi Alam’s Madhav Nal Kaam Kandla and Ragmala as found on the final 
page within the SGGS. 





Para 72 of Kavi Alam’s Madhav Nal Kaam Final paragraph 
Kandla of Ragmala as found on page 1430 of the SGGS 





duet WAY! Tal fs afin Hal gavat Sta | wAS| gal fa are Hal Taral SA Il AS UZ Tis a wotdd TA 
| AS Usd Tds a STII CH SA 1921 «| AAI 


Chaupai. Khast Rag Un Gaya Sang Ragni Tees. | Khast Rag Un Gayey Sang Ragni Tees. Sbhaiy Putr Ragun Kay 
Sbhaiy Putr Ragun Kay Athareh Dus Bees. Athareh Dus Bees. 


Note: Changes made within Ragmala are denoted in RED. 














The changes to para 72 of Kavi Alam’s composition of the version in the SGGS on page 1430 are as follows: 

1. The word duet Chaupai has been removed. 

2. The number 72 — representing the 72"? paragraph - has been changed to 1. 

3. The punctuation has been changed from single 3a| dandee | to double Sal dandee Il. 

4. There are changes (errors) in the process of lifting, copying, stealing and plagiarizing of Alam’s original 
poetry. The phrase S16 difent Un Gaya has been changed to fa gre Un Gayey. As is the case with other paras, 
this error is either a genuine mistake or purposive — to hide the act of plagiarism, as well as to cover up the original 
intent of the composition. When Kavi Alam uses the phrase 1s{ fo) aft un Gaya in the singular tense — he is 
referring to the rendering of multiple rags by a single singer — Kaam Kandla — and a single scene of a single 
performance of hers. The plagiarist has attempted to alter the tense to plural — to suggest that Ragmala is about 
multiple singers (35 composers of the SGGS). 
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WHAT CAN BE MADE OF THE CHANGES TO RAGMALA 


The following observations regarding the changes made in the process of lifting, copying, stealing and plagiarizing 
of Alam’s original poetry and inserting it into the final page of the SGGS as Ragmala can be made. 


1. The changes appear to be made to conceal the act of lifting, copying, stealing and plagiarizing of Alam’s 
original poetry. The changing of the paragraph numbering (63 to 72) to numerical “1” throughout the 
entire Ragmala within the SGGS seems to be in line with such a motive. Using the original numbering 
would have given away the act of stealing — since a composition cannot begin with paragraph 63, and 
since readers would inquire about paragraphs preceeding 63 (1 — 62) and succeeding (after 72). 

2. The changes suggest that the person/s who committed this act is unschooled in the numbering process 
of the SGGS. Verses, couplets, shabds, saloks, paurees etc are numbered successively and cumulatively 
within the SGGS. But in Ragmala, every couplet ends with the numeral “1”. This act alone makes Ragmala 
a composition that does not fit into the style and structure of Pothi Sahib or the SGGS. 

3. The changes suggest that the person/s who committed this act of thievery has rudimentary knowledge of 
the structure of Gurbani and the SGGS. This is why the phrase q@ Afsarg une Ek Oangkar Satgur Parsad 
is added — to provide credence to lie that the composition is Gurbani. This is also why the poetic forms as 
indicated though the words duet Chaupai and Adal Sortha are removed — even if the copied composition 
retains both these poetic measures within Ragmala. This is because the person committing the corruption 
of Gurbani knows that these two poetic forms are never used in the entire 1429 pages of the SGGS and 
naming them would readily give away his act of theft. 

4. The changes suggest that the person/s who committed this act is unschooled in the knowledge of rag and 
taal. Alam Kavi uses the (correct vocabulary) such as fHHetdl, add, asd, HISE, aaal, Hale, ASUd 
(Mishtang, Barbal, Kalinga, Malav, Kunkni, Suhv, Jlandhar), but the person who lifted the poetry and 
inserted it into the SGGS altered these words into wrong or meaningless ones namely HAST, Yes, 
aTSall, HS, aad, Ade, Agslud and Hes (Mastang, Parbal, Kalanka, Salu, Gunguni, Suhou, 
Jablidhar, Sablidhar). None of the 35 writers of the SGGS could have done such blunders. There is no way 
that Guru Arjun would have made such errors while compiling the Pothi Sahib. 

5. These changes (errors) are either genuine mistakes or purposive. If purposive, their intent is to hide the 
act of plagiarism; make the copied composition appear original; as well as to cover up the original intent 
and meaning of the composition. 


THE BACKGROUND OF KAVI ALAM’S MADHAV NAL KAM KANDLA. 


The opening verse of Kavi Alam’s text is as follows: 


Ho oH frase mid aad Ta wg 858 Sr 


San Nausaiy Ekanva Ahi. Krho Ktha Ab Bolo Tahee. 


The verse makes it clear that Alam composed his text in the year 991 Hijri which corresponds to 1640 
Bikarmi or 1583 AD. This was the period of Emperor Akbar. The Pothi Sahib was completed in 1661 Bikarmi (1604 
AD), which was the reign of Emperor Jahangir. It is therefore clear that Kavi Alam had composed his Madhav Nal 
Kam Kandla a full 21 years before the completion of Pothi Sahib. 

Kavi Alam makes clear he was a Muslim. Hence the reference to the year of 991 Hijri. His manglacharan 
or opening verse of Madhav Nal Kaam Kandla makes clear that his obeisance is to Prophet Muhamad. 
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Ts Sdld UH Usdian STH use HSH Star 


Huto Nagar Puhm Parchina. Ta Mein Purakh Muhamad Keena. 


Kavi Alam further establishes his Islamic credentials by writing that he was a follower of prophet Muhamad’s 
teachings. He writes: 


dA gaa aed SIU! Aa Ae HHS Ta | 

AHS AG YMA YS BH BS A MAT 
Gaus Kutb Kadri Kahayeo. Jug Said Muhamdee Aiyo 
Bans Rasul Keeyo Pargasa. Purvaiy Nam Laiyt Jo Asa. 


On page 2 of his Madhav Nal Kam Kandla, Kavi Alam makes clear that he was a contemporary of King Akbar. He 
writes 


fest ufs “aed HSsTaT| AUS cy Hig Atel mTaT | 


Delhi Pat Akbar Sultana. Sapt Deep Meh Janki Ana. 


THE GIST OF MADHAV NAL KAM KANDLA 


The crux of Kavi Alam’s compositon is discernible from para 62 of Madhav Nal Kam Kandla. 


dual Ta ta Afar us adars | Fifa uBrufs nee Ses || YSH Ta sd 2 aah 11 Us Taal Afar vad 
| SH Saat sesh || Ufo arefa Yast 1 uls mAs ot set ard 11S sa aH uae Sra | USH TIY 
ferry Fated || YASH HO HUE Wels | €3 || SSS ASS Ted must myat sifs i wAe uy sade a 
Wet artes urs ll €8 Il Chaupai. Rag Eyk Sang Panch Brangan. Sang Alapeh Atho Nandan. Pritham Rag Bhairon 
Veiy Karhi. Panch Ragni Sang Ucharhi. Pritham Bhairavi Bilavli. Puniaki Gaveh Bangli. Pun Aslaykhi Ki Bhayi Bari. Eh 
Bharion Ki Pancho Nari. Pancham Harakh Disakh Sunavaiy. Bangalam Madh Madhav Gaveh. 


Meaning: Within the Rag Akhara (song and dance drama arena) of Kam Kandla (the primary character and 
dancer of the composition- the context of which is coming from paras 61 and 62) there are five beautiful women 
actors (Barangan) who sing and perform with their 8 sons PHTSe 86 Atho Nandan). First, they rendered (Addit 
Karhi) Rag Bahirav. The five Raginis rendered in concert with each other (Hidl @dddt sang Ucharhi). Bhairawi and 
Bilawli rendered first, then Puniya Ki and Bangli. Then came Asleykhi’s turn to render. These were the five women 
(actors) of Bhairav. Pancham, Harakh, Disakh, Bangalam, Madh, Madhav, Lalit and Bilawal — sang in their own 
styles. These were the 8 sons of Bhairav who sang and acted in the Rag Akhara. 

Paras 63 and 64 above of Kavi Alam’s compositon - as derived from page 13 of Madhav Nal Kam Kandla - 
comprise the first two paras of Ragmala as contained on page 1430 of the SGGS. Readers may want to ask what — 
if anything — this story of the song and dance arena of the dancer Kam Kandla, her troupe of singers and dancers, 
and their feats have to do with Gurbani, Sikhi and Gurmat. 

How do we know that paras 63 and 64 above (first two paras of Ragmala as in SGGS) are about the 
accomplishments of the dancer girl Kam Kandla? The answer lies in the preceeding paras (61 and 62) which read 
as follows: 


FS GH SES Sra | ne dad fas So ST | E41 
Boleiy Kaam Kandla Nari. Aav Chatur Bich Chun Bhari.61. 


aH Hs Hails 33 fads Wass | 
Odd nerfs dol ae Ud UT Hal gs | EQ! 
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Bajaiy Sabh Sangeet Tunt Biret Chantaal. 
Bahur Alapeh Rag Kat Panch Panch Sang Baal.62 


Both the above paras are missing from the Ragmala as contained on the final page of the SGGS. They 
were omitted by the individual/s who lifted, copied, stole and plagiarized Alam’s poem and added it to the final 
page of the SGGS. The reason for this omission is clear. Adding these two paras would have given away their 
thievery and deceit in wanting to corrupt and contaminate the contents of the SGGS with the exploits of a dancer 
girl named Kam Kandla. They hence decided to start their thievery from para 63 onwards — making the act of 
detecting their criminal act a little more difficult than cursory. 

All in all, then, paras 61- 72 of Kavi Alam’s Madhav Nal Kaam Kandla contain a narrative of a scene from 
the song and dance drama from the arena of the dancer girl Kaam Kandla. Paras 63 — 72 of this narrative are the 
ones that are lifted and inserted into the final page of the SGGS under a composition titled Ragmala with the 
words q@ afd uate Ek Oangkar Satgur Parsad stamped above it. 

Paragraph 72 of Kavi Alam’s Madhav Nal Kaam Kandla is as follows: 


duet une dal Ofs arfint Hfagt Taal StH | He Usd Tis A wo GA SA | 92 | 


Chaupai. Khast Rag Un Gaya Sang Ragni Tees. Sbhaiy Putr Ragun Kay Athareh Dus Bees. 72 


This is how it appears as the final paragraph in Ragmala as contained on page 1430 of the SGGS: 


UA Tal Cfs are Hfal TarSt SH 1 AS UZ TDs a wotdd TA SA | 1 Il 


Khast Rag Un Gayey Sang Ragni Tees. Sbhaiy Putr Ragun Kay Athareh Dus Bees. 


Read together with paras 61 and 62, the meaning of para 72 is: Kaam Kandla and her group of performers 
rendered 6 rags deploying 30 women actors. In that drama arena of dance and song 48 of their sons participated. 

Readers might want to ask what — if anything — this concluding para has got to with Gurbani, Gurmat and 
Sikhi — to have been made into the final verse of SGGS. How did a scripture filled with the spiritual journeys of 35 
writers and divine enlightenment come to end with a statement that describes the song, dance and drama of Kam 
Kandla and her troupe? 


SHEDDING LIGHT ON KAVI ALAM, MADHAV NAL AND KAM KANDLA. 
Alam is recorded as a poet who worked in the court of Emperor Akbar. His primary work pertains to the glory of 
Akbar as an epitome of religious tolerance. His rendition of the narrative of Madhav Nal and Kam Kandla is 
amongst his secondary works. All indications are that both Madhav Nal and Kam Kandla were not mythological 
characters but persons who actually existed. 

Madhav Nal was a Brahmin who was a resident of a place called Pushpavati Nagri Balhari located within 
the district of Katni in Madh Pardesh. He was an accomplished musician who played the flute. Kam Kandla was a 
singer, dancer and performer in the court of King Gobind Rao Chand who reigned from Samvat 919 (862 AD). She 
was a Muslim. In a vast majority of the literature about her, she is described as a prostitute. Kavi Alam’s 
composition is the story of the tumultuous relationship between Madhav Nal the Brahmin and Kam Kandla the 
dancer - the gist of which is that both the Brahmin and Kam Kandla were exiled from the court of Gobind Rao 
Chand as a result of their illicit relationship. The act of a Brahmin conducting a love relationship with a Muslim 
woman was seen as an insult by the Brahmin community within the court of Gobind Rao Chand and they 
successfully petitioned for Madhav Nal’s and Kaam Kandla’s execution or exile. Spared his life, and in exile, 
Madhav Nal built a mandir to commemorate his relationship with Kam Kandla. The official site of the government 
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of Madh Pardesh contains mention of Madhav Nal, Kam Kandla and the archeological ruins of Kam Kandla Mandir 
here: https://katni.nic.in/en/tourist-place/pushpavati-township-bilhari 

In essence then, the story of Madhav Nal and Kam Kandla is centuries old. It is thus natural that it is found 
in numerous texts in as many languages. The earliest record is of a 11° century Sanskrit version titled Madhav 
Nal Akhyan. \n 1528 AD Gujrati poet Ganpat wrote Madhav Nal Kaam Kandla Parbodh in Rajasthani language. 
This version has 2565 verses. In 1560 Kaushallabh wrote Madhav Nal Kaam Kandla Chaupai in the same language. 
In 1583 Kavi Alam wrote Madhav Nal Kaam Kandla in Hindi for Emperor Akbar. He captured the entire story in 
353 verses. In 1680 Damodar Kavi wrote Madhav Katha and in 1780 Budh Singh Kavi wrote Madhav Katha. 

The one text that has absolutely no place for the exploits of a dancer girl’s song, dance and drama skills is 
the SGGS. Nevertheless, paras 63-72 of Kavi Alam’s Madhav Nal Kaam Kandla have been surreptitiously inserted 
into the final page of the SGGS by corrupt elements presumably to contaminate the divine spirituality of Gurbani. 
A vast majority of Sikhs have missed this cruel joke, but have instead chosen to believe that paras 63-72 of Kavi 
Alam’s composition is Gurbani indeed. 





MADHAV NAL AND KAAM KANDLA IN THE DASAM GRANTH. 
The illicit affair between Madhav Nal and Kam Kandla is the subject of Charitar 91 in the DG. The Charitar consists 
of 66 paras. The first para reads: 


die de adn a Huss fon His! us yulads AAs Ue Aa Ard Hafis | 
Gobind Chand Nares Kay Madhav Nal Nij Meet. Prrey Buyekiran Shastar Khat Koke Saar Sangeet. 
Meaning: King Gobind Chand had a personal friend named Madhav Nal. He was a scholar of grammar, 
philosophy and music. 


Paras eight, nine and ten speak of Madhav Nal going to the court of Kaam Sein where Kam Kandla danced 
together with 360 other women. 


duet | aHtest Sid US wa AH SES A fos STH! tI 


Chaupai. Kamawati Nagar Chal Aiyo. Kaam Kandla So Chit Bhayeo. 
Meaning: Madhav Nal came to the village of Kamawati. Where he fell in love with Kaam Kandla. 


aH He Ta Fat 3d fer Udee ATE! Use Ss HAS fu ores Adi yore! t 
Kam Sein Raja Jnan Theh Dih Phuncheyo Jaye. Pargat Teen Sau Sath Triya Nachat Jhan Bnayey. 
Meaning: Where Kaam Sein was king, therein is the court where He (Madhav Nal) arrived. 360 women danced in 
this court. 

Duet HUE SS ASH mM | nS Te a HA Yara! Haets 8S Yd Adi! SIS AH AES! Fai | 
Chaupai. Madhav Taun Sbha May Ayo. Aan Rav Ko Sees Jhukayo. Surbeer Baithay Bho Jhan. Nachat Kaam Kandla 
Thaan. 

Meaning: Madhav came to this court. He bowed to the King who was in the presence of warriors. Kaam Kandla 
danced therein. 


Para 53 describes Kaam Kandla as a prostitute who was not worth fighting a war between two kings that 
resulted over the issue of who possessed her. 


vane fed fas Ha J dS MS! fy UETaS GU eg a SAAS! U3! 


Deiy Besuva Eh Bipar Ko Sun Ray Bachan Acheyt. Birtha Bujharat Karyo Katak Eyk Nati Kay Heyt. 
Meaning: Listen O fool, give this prostitute to the Brahmin. Why are armies fighting and killing men over a 
dancer woman? 
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The concluding para says that despite the war over which kingdom possessed her, Madhav Nal and Kaam Kandla 
were finally united. 


ant cet feds Hig dad faquratt | Kama Deyi Dijot Ko Dhanyo Bikarmaraye. 


THE FRAUDULENT CASE FOR RAGMALA AS GURBANI. 

Despite the outrageous nature of the truth and origin of Ragmala, a vast majority of our clergy, derawadis, taksalis 
and sampardayess have attempted to make the case that Ragmala is indeed part and parcel of the SGGS on the 
basis of the following arguments. 


1) Ragmala is Gurbani. Those making this argument are unable to tell us what the spiritual message of 
Ragmala is. They are also unable to tell us how a composition that is copied, lifted and stolen from a pre- 
existing text can qualify as “Gurbani” to begin with. 

2) Composed by Guru Arjun. The argument is that the author of Ragmala is Guru Arjun. Yet, those making 
this argument have provided no explanation as to why the phrase “Mehla 5” is not found within the 
heading of Ragmala. Nor can they tell us why the word “Nanak” is missing from the entire composition. 
The proponents also cannot tell us why Ragmala cannot be found in the Bhai Bano Vali Beers - the first 
handwritten copies of the Pothi Sahib’. These proponents further cannot tell us why the phrase “Mehla 
5” has only come to appear on copies of the SGGS that are beginning to be “discovered” after the Sikh 
Reference Library was looted in the aftermath of the 1984 attack on Darbar Sahib Complex.” Was the 
looting of Sikh artefacts a deliberate act aimed at corrupting and altering the contents of precious 
manuscripts that were stored in the complex? Are these altered texts now being “discovered” at various 
locations for the purpose of achieving these objectives of the powers that be? 

3) /tis composed by Bhai Gurdas. This claim is made by Dr Charan Singh, father of Bhai Veer Singh.? There is 
no evidence to support such a claim. There is no bani of Bhai Gurdas within the SGGS. 

4) Ragmala is the Contents Page, Glossary or Index Page of the Rags used within the SGGS. This argument 
makes sense only if one glosses over the details. There is a total of 84 rags, raginis (female rags) and names 
that represent “children of rags” are mentioned in Ragmala. Of these, 59 are not used in the SGGS. To 
begin with, the SGGS does not have the notion of raginis or “wives” or “children” of rags within it. The 
rags of the SGGS are gender-neutral. 

Of the 31 rags that are used in the SGGS, ten are not mentioned in Ragmala (Majh, Bihagra, 
Vadhans, Jaitsri, Ramkli, Mali Gaura, Tukhari, Parbhati, Jaijawanti & Nat Narayan). How could the Ragmala 
qualify as the Contents, Index or Glossary of the SGGS when it omits mention of a full one third of the rags 
used in the SGGS? How could it qualify as such when 70% of its “contents” (in the form of rag names) are 
not used in the SGGS. Readers might want to ask if they have ever come across such a defective Contents 
Page, flawed Index or faulty Glossary of any other text? And here we are talking of a text that was edited 


1 The Pothi Sahib was prepared under the supervision of Guru Arjun and in the scribe of Bhai Gurdas. The original copy is 
believed to have gone missing somewhere in the aftermath of the defeat of Banda Singh Bahadur in 1716. The original copy 
of the Damdmi Beer (re-editing of Pothi Sahib by Guru Gobind Singh in the hand of Bhai Mani Singh) too went missing 
during the same period. 

2 Dr Dalvinder Singh Grewal, “Where are the 1984 Sikh Manuscripts and Articles?” in The Sikh Bulletin Vol 1/2022. 
https://www.sikhbulletin.com/Bulletins/SikhBulletin2022Issue1.pdf 


3 Charan Singh Dr, Gurmat Sangeet Nirnnaiy: Ragmala (Punjabi), 1925. 
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by none other than Guru Arjun and Guru Gobind Singh. Were our Gurus capable of committing such low 

grade literature sins? 

5) Rags visited Guru Arjun. The narrative that is contained within Gurbilas Patshahi 67 is that to show their 
appreciation to Guru Arjun for composing the Pothi Sahib in rags, they (the rags) descended from the 
heavens and appeared before the Guru. Guru Arjun is thus said to have asked Bhai Gurdas to record all 
their names in Ragmala. This narrative is also contained within the Fareedkoti Translation of Ragmala. 
The notion that musical scales called rags can be accorded the ability to “descend from the heavens” and 
appear as life-filled beings “in the presence of Guru Arjun” is ridiculous, to say the least. 

This story however crumbles upon the examination of some cursory details. The authors of 
Gurbilas do not tell us as to what happened to the 10 rags that are used in the SGGS but are not mentioned 
in Ragmala? Did they fail to show up in this “visit” to Guru Arjun? Gurbilas also does not explain why 59 
rags and “raginis” that are not used in the SGGS showed up to express their appreciation and got 
mentioned in Ragmala. Shouldn’t these 59 rags and raginis be expressing their regret for being /eft out of 
the SGGS? 

The other point is that the appreciation by the rags ought to have been given to the 35 writers 
who composed their bani in rags and not merely the editor of Pothi Sahib. Did these rags “descend from 
the heavens” to “express their appreciation” to Bhagat Farid? To Guru Nanak and the other Gurus? To 
Kabir? To Namdev? When these composers were writing their bani in rags? 

Gurbani reading Sikhs must have been considered truly mindless by the individuals who ventured into 
adulterating and corrupting the SGGS. As if the act of inserting the plagiarized compositon pertaining to song, 
dance and drama of the dancer woman Kam Kandla and her troupe into the SGGS in the form of Ragmala was not 
enough, dubious and mentally challenging justifications are offered by the authors of Gurbilas and Fareedkot — 
leaving one to wonder if both the acts of inserting Ragmala and justifying its contents as “Gurbani” were done by 
the same forces or at least acting in collaboration with one another. 


THE BLUNDERS WITHIN RAGMALA 

It is an insult to Gurbani reading Sikhs that the individual/s who plagiarized Kavi Alam’s composition into the SGGS 
as Ragmala made careless slip-ups. But for Sikhs looking for the truth of Ragmala, these bloopers are a blessing 
because they tell us that none of the 35 writers and two editors of the SGGS could have ever been involved in the 
Ragmala process. Some of these bungles are as follows. 


1) Kavi Alam mentions the name of one rag as Ud Panchan. But the plagiarists have recorded it as ua 
Champak in Ragmala. Similarly, rag H'™% Maloo is wrongly recorded as rag H'% Saloo. Rag Yd Bangaal 
has been changed to Sd SH Bangalam, aleut Kalekhi to Test Kacheli, AtSdo Kalingan to asa 
Kalunka, fHadt sindhri to fiud Sindhur, AAS Barbal to UTS Parbal, aaat Kunkuni to aed, 
Gunguni, AUS Kaukhat to HHS Khaukhat, and ASU Jalandhar to AYU Jablidhar. 

2) The rag that is used in the SGGS is Hdl Suhee. But in Ragmala it is recorded as Hd suho. Similarly, fsedi 
Tilang is altered to fseatt Tilangi and H&'d Malar to HStdt Malar. in the same manner aest Gaurri is 


4 This is a blasphemous book about the “life” of Guru Hargobind Ji that was authored jointly by nirmlas Gurmukh Singh and 
Darbara Singh during the period 1830 — 1840. Prior to Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha’s expose’ regarding its authorship, the 
nirmlas had spread the lie that an individual by the name of Sohan Kavi had authored it. It was banned in the 1970s by a 
decree of the Akal Takhat due its deviant and deeply blasphemous content. In 1998 it was republished by then Darbar 
Sahib granthi Joginder Singh Vedanti. It was banned by the SGPC yet again in 2000 after Gyani Gurbaksh Singh exposed its 
blasphemy. See Karminder Singh Dhillon, The Hijacking of Sikhi, Revised Edition, KL: KSD, 2022, p.55-58. 
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adulterated to di€dl Gavree and ATS! Kanrra to A'S! Kanra. Since Guru Arjun composed bani in all 
these rags, how could he have made such blunders when recording them in Ragmala — if indeed Ragmala 
was composed by him? 


3) The Ragmala para pertaining to rag Deepak is MA UZ H Ad Het lI ufe met Stu at STAI Asth 


Putar Mein Khay Swari. Pun Ayi Deepak Ki Bari. The word *4H¢ Asth means eight. The para is thus meant 
to list out the eight sons of rag Deepak. But it then goes on to list nine. (1) Kalinka aeall, (2) Kuntal A3&, 
(3) Rama DHT, (4) Kamal AHS, (5) Kusam AHH, (6) Champak aud, (7) Gaura agai, (8) Kanura ATT, 
and (9) Kalyana ALBSxTS!. Nirmla Bhai Veer Singh acknowledges the ua Champak error, but “rectifies” 
this blunder of “nine sons of Deepak” by counting &Td! Kanura and after Kalyana as one rag. It is 
difficult to imagine that Veer Singh did not know that his reasoning was laughable. Readers might want to 
ask if Guru Arjun would make such a numerical blunder — saying rag Deepak had “eight sons” and then 
gone on to list out nine. 


What these errors, blunders and bloopers make clear is that our Gurus — and the 3 writers of the SGGS — 
had nothing whatsoever to do with Ragmala. 


THE ROLE OF AKAL TAKHAT IN THE RAGMALA ISSUE 

The truth of Ragmala was first exposed by a series of essays published by Khalsa Samachar — the official organ of 
the Singh Sabha Leher beginning 1902. Gyani Mangal Singh provided the following points in his article that was 
published on page 4 in Issue 36, Volume 3, of 1902. 


1. The composition titled Ragmala in the SGGS is lifted from paragraphs 63 to 72 of Kavi Alam’s Madhav Naal 
Kaam Kandla. 

2. The Suraj Parkash Granth in Asu 46 Ras 3 Adhiyae 47 Chand 38 till 41 says that Guru Arjun had completed 
the Pothi Sahib at Mundavni and that Dhirmal had added Ragmala to the Birr that was in his possession. 


To HS" dd fas Safad HeTESt SA Td 851 FEA ofa HA ad wifa! AAA MeSaT Sal HUES BIS 
MISH ate AOA fH Hla fasard afd 33 | 841 Rag Mala Guru Krit Neh. Hai Mundavni Lug Gur Bain. Es 
Meh Neh Sansay Kre Eh. Jay Sansay Aviokho Nain. Madhav Nal Alam Kav Keenus Tis Meh Nritkari Kar Tain. 
(Sooraj Parkash). Meaning: Ragmala is not the creation of the Guru; have no doubt about that. It is the 
work of Alam Kavi pertaining to Madhav Nal and the song of a dancer woman. 


The Khalsa Samachar editors called for the removal of Ragmala from the SGGS. The Panch Khalsa Diwan 
published the SGGS minus the Ragmala in 1917. 

The issue of Ragmala came before the committee that had worked for years to draft the Sikh Rehat 
Maryada (SRM) in 1925. The group had come to an agreement to remove Ragmala from the SGGS. The draft 
published in 1938 made clear that the bhog should be at Mundavni and Ragmala should not be read.° However, 
just days before the final draft of the SRM was to be presented to the SGPC in 1945, nirmia Bhai Veer Singh — an 
influential member of the committee published an essay in Khalsa Samachar saying he had discovered “new 
evidence” that would prove that Guru Arjun had composed Ragmala. He asked the SRM committee for time to 
present the evidence and hold its final decision. 

The “evidence” of Bhai Veer Singh never saw the light of day. It was a bluff intended to cloud the Ragmala 
issue. In 1945 AT Jathedar Mohan Singh Nagoke summoned a joint meeting of derawadis, taksalis and scholars 
and gave both sides an opportunity to state their case for and against Ragmala. The pro-Ragmala group could not 


5 Madan Singh, Ragmala: A Reappraisal in Context of Sri Guru Granth Sahib. UK: Self-pub. Page 11 
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provide any evidence that the composition was Gurbani and walked out in protest. Despite this, Jathedar Nagoke 
took that position that the reading of Ragmala would be optional but that it would not be read at the AT. 

The SRM stipulation pertaining to Ragmala was thus adjusted in the final draft as follows: Add dja Atoe 
LUS (ARTIS Ai nds) TSA HSS BS Fi TANS ug a Pet HalSa dist gard ufo Aral (fA TTS 
ays Us dud Sa Hse d, fEH Sel THs" 3 feat Hl ag da Ase a eis fau| ai su] a Sh Bt a) |° 
Translation: The bhog of the paath (sadaharan or akhand) of Sri Guru Granth Sahib can be upon Mundavni or 
Ragmala in accordance with the ongoing practice of the local community. (There is a dispute within the panth on 
this matter, as such no one should endeavor to write or print a text of the Sri Guru Granth Sahib without Ragmala). 

For all intents and purposes, the decision to ensure Ragmala remained as an intergral part of the SGGS 
amounted to a pathetic dereliction of duty by the SRM committee and by extension the SGPC and AT. The SGPC 
dictated that while the bhog at Darbar Sahib would include the reading of Ragmala, that the bhog at AT would be 
at Mundavni (meaning Ragmala would not be read). Such ambiguity was exploited by Jasbir Singh Roday of the 
Bhindranwale dera when he became AT Jathedar in March 1988. 

Roday decreed to replace the SRM with the Maryada of Bhindran dera. On March 30, 1988, Roday issued 
a directive at Anandpur Sahib to start the reading of Ragmala at Sri Akal Takhat. The SGPC resisted the move by 
issuing its own decision (Resolution No. 11, passed on 11 June 1988) to delay Roday’s directive. In May 1993, the 
SGPC took the decision to revert to the Maryada prevalent before March 30, 1988, at Darbar Sahib and Akal 
Takhat. 

In 2004, AT issued an advisory that read: Ard fHy HdIs § 
feguren fest ater J fa dans feu fue, dee ws fog Udy a 
ade Jud end yt soi ors ude Se AA a A esuet | | see ime 
ads JS t fuse Guds usa foetest npr age ast ; +s 

ot fectsas feu sre 
Feil! Translation: The entire Sikh world is advised that writing or lal 
speaking against Ragmala or questioning it is completely forbidden 
from this point on. The transgressor of this advice will be dealt with 
in accordance with panthik customary practices. 

This advisory meant that the AT is not only in pathetic 
dereliction of its duty to ensure the truth pertaining to Ragmala 
prevails; it is complicit in the attempt to ensure the truth remains 
hidden. At the very least it is acting on behest of the derawadi, 
taksali and sampardayi groups that want the Sikh world to accept 
Ragmala as Gurbani — and not question it. This advisory seeks to 
stop the critics of Ragmala but gives license to the proponents to 
carry on with their efforts. The threat of dealing with the 
transgressor “in accordance with panthik practices” is meant to 
silence those who are determined to expose the truth. Such an 
advisory makes clear that the Sikh world cannot rely on the AT for 
spiritual leadership and genuine direction. 


A 2004 AT Advisory against writing and 
speaking about Ragmala 





SPINNING RAGMALA AS A SPIRITUAL COMPOSITION 
All the research relating to the truth of Ragmala has not prevented some Sikhs from wanting to spin Ragmala as 
Gurbani containing (non-existant) spiritual messages. 


5 SGPC, Sikh Rehat Maryada, (Punjabi) 1998, page 18. 
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In response to my video on the subject of Ragmala’ a viewer wrote the following: “Ragmala is a master 
piece... It is written by Guru Arjan Dev...It was stolen (from) the SGGS ... by Kavi Alam in Madhav Nal Kam 
Kandla...There is such (a) thing as God and his wives and his 48 sons.” The reader goes on to provide a “Spiritual 
translation” of Ragmala. ® A sampling of the translation is provided for the benefit of the readers. The first para is 
translated as: 

Td Ca Af UT TTS Il Alot waBsrufd nS Ses Il Rag Eyk Sang Panch Brangan. Sang Alapeh Atho 
Nandan. There is one tune (God). The whole world sings His praise in classical Tunes in the group of five. 

One of the middle paras is translated as Ufone arefa Fast ll Puniaki Gaveh Bangli. Your praises are 
sung in melodious tunes. ufs mAs at set art Il Pun Asleykhi Ki Bhai Bari. Then comes the turn of other truthful 
tunes. 

The final para is translated as FS UZ TS A MSI TA A NQUAI Sbhaiy Putr Ragan Kay Atharah Das 
Bees. All are sons of the Creator of music (God) whether eighteen, ten or twenty. | |1]||1| | 

The only claim that can be accepted — even if grudgingly - is that “Ragmala is a masterpiece.” But it is 
masterpiece of Kavi Alam. It is a masterpiece of Kaam Kandla’s song and dance exploits. 

To suggest that Kavi Alam “stole the Ragmala” may make sense only if logic is put on the back burner. 
Why would Alam compose paras 1 -62 of a narrative of Madhav Nal’s affair with the dancer girl Kaam Kandla in 
“master piece” poetry, and then decide to steal a mere ten paras (63-72) from the Ragmala of the SGGS? The very 
fact that the ten paras from Ragmala fit perfectly into his “master piece” rendition of Kaam Kandla’s exploits 
makes it abundantly clear that the Ragmala is indeed about Kam Kandla’s adventures. Why didn’t Kavi Alam steal 
ten paras from Jup, Sodar, Anand, Sukhmani, Salok Kabir or Salok Mehla 9 or any other of the five thousand verses? 

To suggest that “God has his wives and 48 sons” is to peddle a fiction that not only does not exist within 
Gurmat, Gurbani and Sikhi; it is a creative narrative that cannot be found in any of the scriptures of any religion 
that we know of. One does not have to go beyond the first verse of the SGGS to know that the God of Gurbani is 
Ajooni. 

The translation above is no more than plucking stuff from thin air. The translation of the first verse as 
“There is one tune (God). The whole world sings His praise in classical Tunes in the group of five” is both ludicrous 
and wrong. Such a translation begs the question: “where in Gurbani is God a tune? In any case “rag” is not a tune; 
it is a scale within which one can fit a million tunes. 

The translation of the middle para as “Your praises are sung in melodious tunes. Then comes the turn of 
other truthful tunes” employs selective omission. Why are the words Uferatat Puniaki, aaet Bangli and MAST 
Asleykhi omitted from the translation? Because they don’t fit into translations plucked from thin air? And what 
exactly are “truthful tunes?” Are there “un-truthful tunes out there?” 


THE FLOW CHART OF CORRUPTING GURBANI 

The methods deployed by the Hijackers of Sikhi in contaminating and corrupting Gurbani and the SGGS 
can be summed up in the following steps. First, seek out non-Gurbani compositions. It does not matter if these 
compositions are non-spiritual, belong to the belief systems of others, are folklore or are downright offensive. 


7 See Ragmala https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=a2aKiZgtPGw 
8 Commnent by Swarn Bains at https://www.sikhphilosophy.net/ 
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Second, smuggle these compositions into the Sikh scripture; albeit with some errors or changes (purposive or 
genuine). Third, put a Gurbani stamp of approval on the heading of the composition. 

This pattern is observable in the Dasam Granth and the Sarab Loh. Compositions are lifted from the 
Markandey Puran, Shiv Puran, Sahansar Maal etc with changes made to the titles. For instance, Kaa/ Ustat is 
changed to Akaal/ Ustat; Durga Ki Vaar is altered to Bhagauti Ki Vaar etc. The stamp of approval is a6 Hl etd 
Ht otafsd ll ek Oangkar Sri Vaheguru Ji Ki Fateh and UTZ VO II Patshahi 10. This is sufficient for a vast majority 
of Sikhs to accept these stolen compositions as “Gurbani” and as “authored by the 10" Guru.” 

We see this flow chart in operation in Ragmala as well. The only difference is that the Gurbani stamp of 
approval is q@ afd uate Ek Oangkar Satgur Parsad. For reasons best known to them, the Hijackers refrained 
from adding a “Mehla 5.” Not that it would have made any difference. A vast majority of Sikhs unthinkingly accept 
Ragmala as Gurbani authored by Guru Arjun even without the “Mehla 5.” 


CONCLUSION 
That Ragmala is a plagiarized composition, is not Gurbani and is devoid of any spiritual messages is supported by 
overwhelming evidence. The appropriate action is therefore for the Sikh panth to stop reading, reciting or singing 
it. The other appropriate action is to have it expunged from the SGGS. 

The reality however is that the compromised positions of our lead religious institutions such as the AT and 
SGPC will ensure that such an action is not expected to happen. The other reality is that Sikh writers, thinkers, 
researchers and academics lack the resolve to deal with the difficult issues pertaining to the sanctity of Gurbani. 
The final reality is that the Sikh community has descended to a level of pathetic slumber that ensures we will never 
be able to resolve such core issues. It would be impossible to convince the Sikh on even a persona! level to not 
read or recite the Ragmala within the confines of his own home. 

These three pathetic realities pertaining to the Sikh world hold the real truths of Ragmala to ransom. 
These three realities mean that the sanctity and purity of Gurbani within the SGGS will remain sullied, soiled and 
stained with the tainted narrative of Kaam Kandla within its pages. 
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Ever since Homo sapiens evolved into thinking beings, they have been 
troubled, agitated and obsessed by two questions day in and day out. In order 
to get rid of this restlessness they have been trying to find an answer to these 
questions by unravelling the mystery of life and death on earth and the origin 
of this universe. The entire spectrum of knowledge that sapiens have 
accumulated so far is in fact nothing but an effort to get an answer to these 
questions. History is witness to the fact that they have been finding answers 
and revising them as their knowledge increased. Religion is also an attempt to 
answer these questions. In fact, the concept of God in religion is an answer to 





these questions. However different religions have different concepts of God. This write up is an attempt to 
understand the concept of God the way it is defined in Sikhism. 


Guru Granth Sahib 


God has been defined in Sikhism in the opening verse of the text Sikhism is based on. It is called Guru Granth 
Sahib. There are few things about Guru Granth Sahib that distinguishes it from other religious texts and these 
things are relevant to the understanding of the concept of God in Sikhism. 


1. This is the only religious text that has been written, composed and edited by the Sikh Gurus themselves during 
their lifetime. This project was initiated and completed first by Guru Arjan (the firth Guru) in 1604 and then 
tenth guru (Gobind Singh) added verses of the ninth Guru in 1704 to give it the final shape. (Some scholars are 
of the opinion that the ninth Guru did it himself sometime before he was arrested and beheaded by 
Aurangzeb). It has 1430 pages in total and 5894 verses known as Shabads. 

2. This is the only religious text that includes verses written by those belonging to other religions provided their 
views are in consonance with the concept of God of Sikh Gurus. 

3. This is the only religious text that has used science (mathematics) to safeguard it from future adulteration. All 
the verses have been compiled into separate Ragas or musical patterns. In that Raga verses are segmented 
into different genres and then every single line in every verse is counted and totalled at the end with a running 
total of all the verses provided both at the end of each writer and also at the end of the set of verses in that 
Raga. Guru also added a verse titled “Mundavni” which means closing stamp at the end of the text. This 
safeguard worked very well and no one was able to change or interpolate inside the original text. People did 
try it but they could add to the text only at the end which makes it illegal and the reader can ignore it if he or 
she want to. The original text has 1429 pages and the last page called “Raagmala” is generally considered an 
illegal addition. 

4. This text also takes care of the possible misinterpretation. Most of the verses contain a line that is classified as 
its “Rahao” (which means pause) signifying that this line contains the essence of the verse. Direction to the 
reader is to pause and ponder here so as to understand the crux of the matter discussed in the verse. This was 
an innovation in editorship. Looks like this was initiated by Guru Nanak himself when he started collecting 
verses in the book, he carried with him all the time. No one before the compilation of Guru Grant Sahib has 
used this technique. 
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5. The entire Sikh philosophy revolves around its concept of God which is succinctly explained in the opening 
verse of Guru Granth Sahib. This opening verse is popularly known as “Mool Mantra” (Basic tenet). It was 
composed by Guru Nanak (1469-1539), the founder of Sikh religion. It has been repeated (in complete or 
abridged form) more than five hundred times to hammer home its significance and to ensure that the reader 
is not distracted or disoriented. It is a kind of direction to the reader to interpret the verses keeping in mind 
the concept of God explained in this “moo! mantra”. 

6. Guru Granth Sahib contains verses from 6 Sikh Gurus. (The other four Sikh Gurus did not compose any verse.) 
Those days every poet in the Indian subcontinent used his/her name at the end of their verses as a stamp of 
their authorship. So, Gur Nanak used “Nanak” in his poetry and the following five Gurus who composed verses 
also used the same pen name “Nanak”. However, at the time of compiling Guru Granth Sahib the verses of all 
the six Gurus have been differentiated by using the words “mahla” (meaning body) 1,2,3,4,5 &9. Use of the 
same pen name has a very subtle meaning. It is a testimony to the fact that all the Gurus after Gur Nanak were 
only expounding the viewpoint presented by him. 

7. The verses of poets other than Sikh Gurus included in Guru Granth Sahib were collected by Gur Nanak himself 
from different places in the Indian subcontinent during his travels. Prof Sahib Singh in his Darpan (Exposition 
of verses in Guru Granth Sahib) has proved this beyond doubt by providing internal evidence from Guru Granth 
Sahib itself. During his four travels in four directions, known as “Udasis”, Guru Nanak covered about 30 
thousand kilometres on foot in a span of 20-25 years. During these travels he visited all the known learning 
centres of his time and held discussions with those in charge of those centres. Most of his verses are about 
these discussions. There is historical evidence showing that he always carried a book (supposed to contain his 
own poems and also those collected by him) with him during his travels. Bhai Mardana, a maestro in classical 
music, accompanied him during these travels. Guru Nanak used to sing his verses to the classical tunes on 
“Rabab” (a lute like musical instrument) by Mardana to hammer home his point of view. 

8. The immediate reason to compile Guru Granth Sahib is said to be the adulteration attempts in its verses by 
some adversaries of Guru. However, it was part of the original plan by Guru Nanak who started collecting these 
verses in a book he always carried with him. Guru Nanak has foreseen this possible adulteration and pollution 
of text. He knew the fate of other religious texts. There are multiple versions of Vedas, Bible and Quran. History 
has proved him right. What happened to the verses of Kabir and Namdev outside of Guru Granth Sahib is a 
testimony to the fact that the right step was taken at the right time. 

9. The compiling of Guru Granth Sahib became a big news in the sub-continent. Many contemporary poets like 
Peelu approached Guru Arjan for inclusion of their verses in the Granth. Even though they were very famous 
and popular, they were denied this privilege as their work could not reach the ideological benchmark set by 
Guru Nanak. 

10.The language of Guru Granth Sahib is also very important. It was a revolutionary break from the tradition. Even 
though the script used in entire Guru Granth Sahib is Gurmukhi (1) and bulk of it is in Punjabi language and its 
dialects such as Lehndi, Sindhi, Dogri, Multani or Saraiki etc., it has also versed in other languages such as 
Persian, Sanskrit, and Braj. It was a revolution in the sense that it was the first religious text written in the 
language and idioms people used in their day-to-day life. Hindu religious text used Sanskrit and Islamic text 
used Arabic. Gur Nanak and his successors were very learned persons well versed in all the major languages 
used in the sub-continent. They could have easily used Sanskrit as their medium of expression but they chose 
Punjabi because Sanskrit was out of reach of the general public. Sanskrit was called “devbhasha” (the language 
of angels) and Sudras were not even allowed to learn it. The common man spoke and understood Punjabi. 
Hence Guru used this language and not only adopted it as their medium of expression but also made consistent 
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and successful effort to make sure that everybody can read and write it. The second Guru (Angad) is said to 
have created a Punjabi alphabet to teach this language to the public at large. 


Concept of God in the Opening Verse 


Now let us understand the Sikh concept of God as explained in the opening verse. The opening verse of Guru 
Granth Sahib runs like this. 


qG fs aH ast uy fags fageg nave Yofs maet AS da YATE Il 
Ekonkar, sat naam, karta purakh, nirbhou, nirvair, akaal moorat, ajooni, saibhm, gur parsad. 


One thing that stands out is the mathematical start to this verse. It starts with Punjabi digit one to reinforce the 
oneness of God. Digit one is followed by the letter Gand together Gis pronounced as “ekonkar”. (2) The meaning 
of this verse in nutshell is like this. Before this cosmos came into existence God was in a compressed state called 
“Ekonkar”. Creating the eternal laws, God expands and resides in its creation operating these laws without any 
fear or enmity. God being beyond the limits of time does not take birth, exists on its own and can only be 
understood through knowledge sifted by the discerning intellect. To understand this concept in detail it is best if 
we divide this opening verse into three parts. 


Ekonkar, sat naam, karta purakh: First part relates the story of creation. It has been stated multiple times in Guru 
Granth Sahib that before the creation or expansion of this cosmos God was in its compressed form called Ekonkar. 
And it has been further stated that this expansion has happened many times and once this expansion collapses 
the whole creation relapses back to the form of Ekonkar. (3) So Ekonkar is the state of God before it expanded or 
exploded into this Cosmos or when this expansion collapses back into its singularity. The next word in this verse 
is “Sat”. It means something everlasting and true. The next word “Naam” means the order or laws by which God 
created this cosmos. (4) It is somewhat similar to what “word” means in Bible. Together as “Sat Naam” these 
words are often chanted in Gurdwaras and in private by Sikhs. The next word is “Karta” which means creator. And 
word next to it is “Purakh” which distinguishes the meaning of “Karta” as creator from what is normally 
understood in religious texts. The word “Purakh” means the spirit, the force, the energy that pervades this 
cosmos. So combined together “Karta Purakh” means the creator who is not separate from the creation but is 
the energy that permeates its creation continuing the creation or expansion. So, God in Sikhism is not someone 
separate from his creation. There is no difference between the creation and the creator. Collating the meaning of 
these three words we get the story of creation as described in the opening verse. From its compressed form called 
Ekonkar God is continually creating and expanding into this cosmos by eternal laws. In the beginning of this 
explanation, | stated that Guru has used mathematics to reinforce the oneness of God. Most religion say that God 
is one. Christians, Jews and Muslims — they all say and vouch for this. Even Hindus say that their Trinity of Gods 
(Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh) are manifestation of one God. But it does not take you long to realize that God of 
Hindus is different from God of Christians or Muslims. Which means that God is not one. These religions treat God 
the creator as separate from its creation. But concept of God in Sikhism treats creation and the creator as one. 
God has been stated in Guru Granth Sahib as an entity permeating and enjoying its creation. (5) Since there is only 
one cosmos or creation, and only one creator permeating this creation. So, there can only by one set of laws 
operating this cosmos? Further since there is only one set of Knowledge or wisdom to understand these laws, 
there can only one Guru or teacher. (6) Guru here does not mean a person but knowledge or wisdom that helps 
us to understand and appreciate our life and this cosmos. This is the only logical way to reinforce and justify the 
oneness of God. Otherwise, God is different in different faiths and history is witness to the fact that this has led 
to so many bloody conflicts. It was this basic tenet of Sikhism that led to the inclusion of verses of those belonging 
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to other faiths in Guru Granth Sahib. What mattered most was not the faith they were born in but their vision and 
philosophy of life. 


Nirbhou, Nirvair, Akaal Moorat, Ajooni, Saibhm: Second part of this verse enumerates the characteristics of this 
creation. Creation is happening without any fear or enmity. Since there is no difference between the creator and 
creation, these characteristics also describe the creator. One thing to be noted here is that God has not been 
described in its usual and traditional description as omnipresent, omniscient or omnipotent. These epithets 
become superfluous once we do not differentiate between the creator and the creation. These epithets assume 
that there is or there could be some opposition to God. Sikhism denies this categorically. All creation, good or bad 
(as per our thinking), stems from God. Coming to the characteristics mentioned in this part of the verse, “Nirbhou” 
means without fear and “Nirvair” means without enmity. The laws of creation are operating without any fear nor 
do they favor anybody as they do not have enmity towards any one. In fact, nothing in this cosmos, animate or 
inanimate, good or bad, is something which is not a part of God. So, there is no question of any favor or fear. 
These two characteristics also rule out the possibility of any miracle which is fundamental to many other religions. 
No one can interfere or change the operation of this cosmos which goes on ruthlessly as per the laws. The next 
word in this part is “Akaal Moorat”. “kaal” in Punjabi means time and prefix “A” gives it negative or opposite 
meaning. So “Akaal” means something which is not bound by time or is beyond time, and “Moorat” here means 
energy. (7) Hence “Akaal Moorat” is that energy which is beyond time. Everything else in this Cosmos is 
functioning within a time frame or age. We all have an age to live. All animals, plants, the Sun, the galaxies have 
an age. Even our universe is said to have an age to live and die thereafter. Everything has an age or time to live 
because time itself was created concurrently with this creation. But God was there before this creation in the form 
of “Ekonkar” and will go back to this form after the implosion of this creation. So, God is beyond time or “Akaal”. 
It will be pertinent to note here that a very popular name of God among Sikhs is “Akaal Purakh”. The next word 
in this part is “Ajooni”. Now if God does not exist within any precincts of time, then the logical conclusion is that 
God does not take birth. That is but “Ajooni” means in Punjabi. This characteristic of God rejects the concept of 
reincarnation prevalent in many religions. It also rejects the rebirth of God in any form because every birth has a 
death for sure while God is beyond death and time. Guru felt so strongly about this that referring to the celebration 
of birthday of Lord Krishna as birthday of God in India Guru says that the face that utters this should get scorched. 
(8) At another place referring to the same story Kabir asks that if (as the story goes in Hinduism) God was born as 
Lord Krishna as the son of Nand then who was the father of Nand and when there was no earth or sky where did 
this Nand, who is said to be father of God, reside. God that Kabir knows does not get into any trouble (unlike Lord 
Krishan) and does not have a father or mother. (9) Now if God does not take birth, then how did he come into 
existence? The next word or characteristic is an answer to this question. “Saibhm” means something that comes 
into existence on its own. Repudiating the concept of idol worship prevalent in Hinduism and many other religions 
Sikhism states it in crystal clear terms that no one has created or can create God. In fact, the question of creation 
does not arise as God was, is and will always be in existence for all times to come. (10) Besides it has been stated 
in Guru Granth Sahib that no one knows and will ever know God in full. God is remembered with adjectives like 
“Agaadh” (unfathomable) or “Agam” (Unreachable) or “aprumper’” (infinite) at every single page of Guru Granth 
Sahib. If we do not know and nor will ever know God in full, how can we describe the origin of God. Whosoever is 
doing so is telling a fib. Given the above facts it is logical and safe to assume that God is “Saibhm” i.e. one who 
came into being on its own. No one knows and nor will ever know when and how. 


Gur Parsad: Just as we cannot measure this cosmos to its exactness, but we can still understand and realize the 
enormity of its vastness, similarly even though we cannot describe God in full, we can still comprehend and realize 
it. How can we do it? Third part of this opening verse is an answer to this question. It has two words “Gur” and 
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“Parsad” in it. Gur, Guru and Satgur are synonymous words in Sikhism. One major pitfall in the understanding of 
this word is its association with Sikh gurus in person or any other person known as Guru. Even though Sikh Gurus 
were known among the Sikhs and others as gurus but they never called themselves a guru in the sense this word 
is used in Guru Granth Sahib. They were careful enough to maintain this distance and difference as Guru in Sikhism 
is not a person but something that eradicates our ignorance. Something that is beyond death or birth, something 
that pervades this cosmos. (11) The text Granth Sahib is also called Guru in this sense. The text itself is not Guru 
but the knowledge, the guidance that we get from it is Guru. It is noteworthy that in Guru Granth Sahib multiple 
times Guru is called “bibek” meaning discerning intellect or rational thinking that seeks truth. (12) It goes without 
saying that all knowledge that mankind has gained so far is the outcome of our rational thinking. That is how Guru 
leads us from ignorance to knowledge, from darkness to light. It is symbolically stated in Guru Granth Sahib that 
the locked secrets of the order that operates this cosmos can only be opened with the key from Guru. (13) History 
is witness to the fact that man has been able to unravel the secrets of nature only with the help of logic, reasoning 
and rational thinking. The second word “parsad” means blessing. Knowledge of God or understanding of God is 
not something that can be force learned, it is a blessing, a kind of gift. In fact, all knowledge is like this. No one can 
work hard to be an Einstein or Darwin. Einstein is born not made. It is for this reason that Sikhism denounces 
practices like austerity, self-denial or torture, asceticism and other rituals for spiritual upliftment. Joined together 
“Gur Parsad” means blessing of Guru. We can understand or realize God only with the blessing of the Guru. Let 
me make it clear here. Blessing does not mean that it is a random lottery drawn by Guru to be given to any person 
on the street. It is the fruit of hard work. Remember that Guru is not a person but knowledge that eradicates our 
ignorance. We need to work hard for this knowledge but it will bear fruit only when blessed by Guru. Even Einstein 
has to work hard to be an Einstein. There are no mathematical formulae of hard work to earn this blessing. Because 
there are millions of variables that cannot be captured in a single formula. But we still have to work hard but 
whether it will bear fruit or not is up to God or Guru. Just as we cannot be a referee and a player at the same time, 
similarly we cannot judge our own work in this context. This judgement by Guru is his blessing. 


Traditional Concept of God Vs Sikh Concept of God 


It is clear that the concept of God in Sikhism is a novel concept, totally different from the traditional religions. It is 
a revolution or coup against the traditional religious thought. The main reason for this break from the traditional 
concept is that unlike most of the existing religions, Sikhism is not based on any revelation or spiritual intimations. 
Instead, it is based on a thorough analysis of all the existing religious texts plus a keen and astute observation of 
nature and society. As | said before, Guru Nanak and his successors were erudite and well taught persons who 
were also proficient in multiple languages. They did a very deep and thorough analysis of the existing religions 
and the society they lived in. Being a precocious child, Guru Nanak quickly acquired knowledge leaving his teachers 
wonderstruck. At the tender age of 9 he challenged the family priest about the rationale behind the sacred thread 
(janeau or upanayana) and refused to wear it. His reputation as a genius and knowledgeable person secured him 
the job of a treasurer or revenue minister (14) for Nawab Daulat Khan Lodhi of Sultanpur who controlled the 
whole of Punjab and Saharanpur (present day UP) state. Guru Nanak served in this position for more than a 
decade. It is noteworthy that besides being located on the trade route from Lahore to Delhi, those days the city 
of Sultanpur was also famous centre of Islamic education. Even Aurangzeb and Dara Skoh are said to have got 
their education from Sultanpur Lodhi. Earlier during 1% to 6" century AD, when it was known as Sarwmanpur, it 
was a great learning centre for Buddhism. Guru Nanak used this opportunity to mingle and converse with the 
scholars at Sultanpur Lodhi. His tenure as finance minister for such a large state helped him understand the 
economic and political structure of the society, he lived in. Once he formed his ideas in full, he decided to share it 
with the world at large. He was absent from his official duties for three days during which he was chalking out his 
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plan and strategy. (15) Everybody including the Nawab were worried about him. When he came back after three 
days he apprised them of his decision to leave his job and go on travels to share his ideas with world at large. He 
did not renounce the world and became a sanyasi or mendicant. By this time, he was a married man with two 
kids. He received his dues amounting to Rs 847 for his job as a treasurer. (16) It was a huge amount worth many 
millions in today’s terms. He took his family and kids to his in laws and bought more than 100 acres of land for 
them. Having ensured their safety and financial security, he launched on his journeys. That was the start of spread 
of Sikhism. He carefully selected the route of his travels so that he can visit all the known learning centers of his 
time and engage in fruitful discussions with the religious heads wherever he went. To enumerate the divergence 
of Sikh concept from the traditional concept of God, we can list following points. 


1. Sikhism replaces blind faith with logic, rationality and reasoning as a means to realize and understand God. 
There is lot of stress on being rational or “bibeki” in Guru Granth Sahib. “Bibek” is a Punjabi word meaning 
discriminating and perceptive intellect that can sift truth out of falsehood and help you choose the correct 
path. So much so that “bibek” has been called Guru, the one who unlocks the secrets of God and nature, the 
one who takes you out of darkness into light. Emphasis and focus on being rational makes Sikhism a close 
cousin of science leaving traditional religions (like Christianity, Islam and Hinduism to name a few) way behind 
as its very distant relatives. 

2. Unlike traditional religions Sikhism does not make any illogical and irrational claim to know God in full detail. 
Instead, its focus is to understand God. It does not say when God created this earth and universe or what 
happens after our death. Its focus is to understand the way god operates this cosmos and be a knowledgeable 
but subservient partner of this operation. As per Sikhism this is what will give us the real happiness and peace 
of mind. 

3. There is a very popular truism or cliché that says that all religions are different paths leading to the same 
destination called God. This is an irrational but clever way of justifying all religious practices. Sikhism rejects 
this and instead believes that no matter which religion one belongs to, one has to follow the same path to 
reach God. You don’t even have to belong to any specific religion to follow this path. Even an atheist can follow 
this. There are three basic minimum requirements to tread on this path. “Kirat Karo” i.e., practice an honest 
living; “Naam Japo” i.e., Understand and follow the order operating this universe; “Vand Shako” i.e., be 
empathetic and share your resources and knowledge with the needy. 

4. Sikhism identifies two forces operating, but controlled by God, in this universe. One is responsible for all the 
creation and is driven by hubris or ego, greed, anger, love and lust. Everybody has it and no life is possible 
without it. This is called “Dhaat’”. The other force is the understanding of this operation that helps to get in 
sync with God. This is called “Liv’. Each one of us have both forces in us but in varying proportions. “Dhaat” is 
the mad race that mesmerizes a person in such a forceful way that he starts living in a pipedream and becomes 
oblivious of everything around but his own self. Even the harsh reality like death does not come to his mind. 
“Liv” is the force of reason and rationality that punctures this pipedream and help him see the bigger force 
operating behind this force of “Dhaat’. This is the force of the order by which God is operating this universe 
realized by “Liv”. 

5. Sikhism rejects the theory of incarnation of God. Guru makes a very astute observation that all those 
worshipped today as incarnations of God or his prophets were in fact kings or influential persons of their times. 
Guru further said that even these people were unable to describe God in full. (17) If they were really a 
reincarnation of God or sent by God, then they should know God in full for sure. But none of them did. Ina 
beautiful verse at page 350 Guru juxtaposes the petty achievements of the so-called incarnations of God in 
Hinduism with what God has done or is capable of doing. When translated into English it shows how petty are 
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the achievements of these incarnations as compared to God who created this cosmos. At the most they killed 
a rival king or a bad person while God created this atmosphere and seamed fire with water. (18) 

6. Sikhism does not believe in rebirth or transmigration of soul. The theory of transmigration or metempsychosis 
believes that a certain part of an individual persists after his/her physical death and is transferred to one or 
more successive lives. This immortal part is called “aatma” i.e., spirit or soul. Sikhism does believe that there 
is a cycle of birth and death going on perpetually on this earth, but it rejects the idea of transmigration of soul 
into different bodies. It is interesting and illuminating to note that the word “aatama” appears only 11 times 
in 1429 pages of Guru Granth Sahib and that also in the meaning of self and not soul or “aatama” which is said 
to be migrating into different bodies. This is an incontrovertible and irrefutable proof of the negation of the 
theory of transmigration of “aatama” or soul. The basic premise of this theory is the concept of karma that 
decides the next birth the soul or “aatama” will take on. Guru demolishes this premise by asking what type 
and who performed the karma to trigger the start of this creation. Guru further says that instead of karma, this 
cycle of birth and death is just a show enacted by God himself. No karma is involved now or at the start. (19) 

7. God in Sikhism is devoid of any supernatural element. There is no place for miracles as God runs this universe 
in a set order and does not allow anyone to interfere in this order. This order operates without any fear and 
enmity towards none. 

8. Sikhism does not recognize any middleman between God and man. God in Sikhism does not function through 
any prophet or messiah. At the end of the day apart from your own good deeds no one, be it Jesus, Mohammad, 
Rama or Krishna or any other prophet, will come to your rescue. What matters is the work you do, not the faith 
or prophet you follow. 

9. Priest plays a pivotal role in traditional religions but they do not play any important role in Sikhism. In fact, 
after observing the role played by Brahman (Hindu Priest), a Yogi and a Qadi (Muslim Priest) Guru Nanak called 
them instruments of destruction in society. 

10.Sikhism rules out the existence of atheism. Traditional religions have concepts like apostate or “Kafir’ for those 
who do not have faith in their gods or atheists for those who deny the existence of god altogether. Sikhism 
denies the possibility of someone being an atheist. It is possible to deny the existence of traditional God, but 
it is not possible to deny the existence of God as described and conceived in Sikhism. Even if you deny the 
existence of God, the laws by which God operates this universe still apply on you. In fact, Sikhism looks at the 
issue differently. All of us are either “manmukhs” (following the dictates of our minds) or “gurmukhs” 
(following the dictates of our rational intellect or Guru). 

11.God in Sikhism is dynamic as opposed to the static god in traditional religions who created this universe and is 
now sitting in his heaven. As opposed to this God in Sikhism is active in his creation, enjoying and controlling 
it. 

12.There is no concept of heaven or hell in Sikhism. There is no such place as heaven or hell. In fact, to have a 
desire for such a place is considered a kind of distraction from the path of God. 

13.There is no set doomsday for verdict by God in Sikhism. God is instantly deciding every moment. 

14.The existence of Satan is also denied. Everything good or bad is coming from God as per the operation of its 
inexorable laws. 

15.All rituals like idol worship, pilgrimages to wash your sins away, donation for a place in heaven, worship or 
prayer by priests on your behalf etc. are severely denounced and jettisoned in Sikhism. 


Theory and Practice 


One final question is if what | have described above is really practiced by Sikhs in their lives or in Gurudwaras. The 
answer is both yes and no. At the moment Sikhism is in the firm grip of the python called Hinduism and there is a 
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persistent effort to destroy its uniqueness so as to make it easy to swallow. However, there are still enlightened 
Sikhs who practice the real Sikhism. Dirty politics is also playing its part. A web of fictitious mythical stories has 
been built around the lives of Sikh Gurus to confuse and misdirect the readers. Dasam Granth, a parallel text to 
Guru Granth Sahib, has been created to bamboozle and mislead the Sikhs. Even though practice by Sikhs is 
important, but what is even more important is to know if Guru Granth Sahib provides philosophical and theoretical 
support to this concept of God. | have given adequate references from the text to support my assertions. An 
average Sikh in todays’ world might be disoriented from the right path due to some misguidance, duress or 
compulsion but it also becomes incumbent upon the intellectual community of the world to come forth in support 
of the truth. Not that truth is helpless. But because it is in our own interest to do so. In the end | would like to 
quote Guru Nanak again. At page 1245 he says that “Prudence lies in serving the Truth, this will earn you respect. 
Prudence lies in understanding the Truth and sharing it with others. Nanak says this is the right path, all else is a 


distraction.” HASt Afdy Aha magst Urehy HIS Il ast ufsd a esha wast ahs VS Il STSq wa Tg Sg 
ofa TStASS UA List Igy} 


References & Notes: 


1. “Gurmukhi” means from the mouth of Guru. It got its name because Guru Angad, the second Sikh Guru, organised 

the script in a systematic way and created an Alphabet for teaching this language to people. Verses of Kabir who lived in 

Varanasi and Dhanna who lived in Rajasthan is incontrovertible evidence of this language being spoken in the entire north 

India including present day Pakistan. His initiative bore fruit and within few decades there was 100% literacy rate among 

Sikhs. However, the forces opposed to Sikhism started a false but successful propaganda that Punjabi script has been created 

by Guru Angad. This created a chasm that still persists between Punjabi language and its non-Sikh speakers. The hidden 

purpose of this propaganda was to fence these non-Sikhs away from Sikhism. 

2. Recently some scholars have started challenging this pronunciation which in my opinion is neither supported by 

Guru Granth Sahib nor by history. Stalwarts in Sikh scholarship like Prof Sahib Singh and Bhai Kahn Singh support this 

pronunciation. | believe these scholars who challenge this pronunciation have been carried away by the thrill of being 

different or “original”. 

3. To support this assertion some quotes from Guru Granth Sahib along with their English translation are given below. 
aet qalls ate fara II aet arg und UAT II Hel Het fea Cala II USl 276 (Billon ways of creation, Billion 

times expansion, Rests in Oneness all the time.) Page 276 

fe) ota fafa até fara I ys mga tearg Il UST 284 (The imperishable Creator resting in Oneness, Expands into 

multiple creations.) Page 284 

fe) {3H ste Si ad fang II fay a2 Si tetarg Il UST 294 (Expands at his will, at his will collapses into oneness) Page 

294 

O AS ofS Hobafs yfont Hom frarog” Pisa sits die uAfoat BtSa Lala Il US" 296 (Filled to the brim are 

land, water and sky, God is spread out and extant in all directions in different ways.) Page 296 

° eg udu US abt Ag ads dig aas AS AS Wd dfs Fa HS Sas Fa wisla Ws fs Soars US 507 

(Sustained by his energy is this Creation, once he defuses this energy everything collapses into a singularity.) Page 507 

fe) Hal Gstd Sag UAT lise tal SaaTT II UST™ 736 (Once this spectacle of creation is over, then it is The One, 

the only one) page 736 

° Ud fade Sd fas FIST Hat Has UAT Il es Sta AY AS OsTd Fy ka SATA II UST 999 (Cannot be 

described or recognised by this transitory creation, once this act of creation ends, then only oneness remains) Page 999 

O to sug ta UTSATY II Hoel aret Cug|TgIfSH at ah fJsSe ATT GI Mg widldg Sa aTa Il US! 1188 (One 

kingdom, one ruler, pervades every space unchallenged, creating everything, this oneness is unfathomable) Page 1188 

fe) dtd frnfg taarg AMS Ag Ads tafe Guta I UST 1113 (Remember and meditate on this singularity that 


expanded into this universe) Page 1113 
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4. Guru explains this in detail at page 284 of Guru Granth Sahib. Original verse in Panjabi with its English translation is 


given below. SH a U'd HAS AS ll SH a Ud Us YSHS Il SHA Ud ffs SE YTS Il SHA Ud HAS fap fons I 
BH a Ud MGA UTSTS || STH S Ud ATS ward || STH SA Ud Uda AS Feo || SH A Hal Gud Hla Wea Il afd fag 
fan Tas SH Bre ll Sida VSS UL Hid A AS ais ure Ht (UST ACB} (Naam creates and supports all creatures; Naam 


forms and sustains entire cosmos; Naam causes creation of all religious texts: Naam is the base of all knowledge; Naam 
maintains all regions; Naam shapes all forms; Naam props up all realms; Understanding this Naam is enlightenment; the 
blessed one get this understanding; They get deliverance from illusion and realize the truth.) 

5. As in the following verse it has been stated repeatedly in Guru Granth Sahib that God first created itself then created 
the laws of creation. And now he is enjoying the creation sitting in and being a part of it. This in nutshell is the meaning of the 
following verse at page 463 mms amy AAG niTutag stag ar I cult aeats Abd af wm f35 TE reat 463 

6. fron aret fra ad fra Hee Stats Il UST 646 (The unique knowledge has one teacher, and one way of learning) 

7. The traditional and popular meaning of word Moorat is picture or shape. But it has also been used in Guru Granth 
Sahib meaning similar to Sanskrit word “Satya” which in English would be energy. Bhai Kahn Singh has supported this 
meaning in the opening verse we are discussing and has also quoted another example of usage of this word in this sense 
from page 1252 of Guru Granth Sahib in his Mahan Kosh. 

8. Has Udy ed Sat ll A HY ABs fag Safa Stag Hat 113 ASH S ud 6 we B ATE II SSA aT Ug dds 
AHTE 18 AI rar 923€} (Singing a lullaby to the idol is root cause of all ills, Face that utters the birth of God be 
scorched. God does not take birth not does he die. Nanak says God permeates this cosmos.) Page 1136 

9. SYA ads IC ea eg Ge HH Seg aA Il Vale aH CH eH Std Su fT Se aT Sg dl da | Hate 
Set ud Hs Set wre SH fadHa Wad 1 aed a EM MA Stag Tat HT | GUT WAUAICMOO I Mat Z3t-33t} 


(You say Nand is father of God, then who is father of Nand. Where was this Nand when there was no land or sky? God does 
not take birth; no is ever in trouble. Kabir says God does not have father or mother.) page 338-39 

10. wife Ad Fate AY II dot Ag Sa JH St HY II Il (True before the beginning, True throughout the ages, is true 
now & will always be true) Page 1 

1. AGATA Ae are a ATE || Gg miso UgY J AS Hig aft AHTE II Page 759. (My Guru is not born 
nor does he die. An imperishable entity that pervades everywhere.) 

12. ad aed HA ag Uf a ont arg fade Page 793 (Says Kabir discerning intellect is my guru) ¥8 You wists faaa 
I[8 Il Page 355 (You get to the truth with discerning intellect) 


3. faAafofsts thor se det aa ACU nda Cure ad Sei ure fag AfSad AFSTH || UST 204-5 (The key to 


the locked house of God is with Guru. Try hard you may, but you need help from Guru to open it. Jag dAtugses ug dar 
36 Sf || BHA Td faq HS A Sa G QuS wed 3 Art TS 1A UST 239 (Mind is a house with body as its roof. House is 
locked and key is with Guru. Only Guru can open the door of this house, none else has got the key) Page 1237 

14. One popular but incorrect statement found in many books is that Guru Nanak did a petty job of weighing the grains 
at Sultanpur. We know for sure that Guru Nanak bought more than hundred acres of land with earnings from his job. This 
land is still attached to the Gurudwara in Kartarpur (now in Pakistan). If he was doing a petty job, he could not afford to buy 


such a big property. 








=) 








15. There are some mythical stories about Guru Nanak having a dive in the river and disappearing for three days to meet 
God in heaven who gave him instructions. These stories are myths created to subvert the core of Guru Nanak’s philosophy. 
16. Information about this amount is taken from a video by Dr Manzur Ejaz titled “Classical Poets — Baba Guru Nanak”. 


Video is available at the following link https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=P8h521gGc8c 

17. dd Adda TH oe Wels afg west 11 f35 st uiz 6 feat a at fom af wife <taraH 119 ll Page 422. (Kings 
who ruled in different ages are being called avatars of God. Even they are unable to fathoms the depths of God.) 

18. “Creating air God stations earth in space, and seams fire with water. You call Ram great who killed a foolhardy 
Ravana. O God, your greatness can not be described. You pervade everywhere like a thought. God creates and controls all 
beings on earth and you call Krishna great who controlled a king cobra. O God, you don’t have a husband or wife, you are 
subtly diffused everywhere. Brahma and Vishnu got lost in wilderness trying to find the end of this universe. God is beyond 
description; you can’t call Krishna great because he killed Kansa. You call Vishnu great for solving the dispute between gods 
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and demons. But look God is invisible and visible providing equitably to everyone.” The original verse in Punjabi is a beautiful 
read. UGE Cute Udi HS Udst AS wagTat at ey at || wigs wathfs Ys aetion gee nifg fora Sat sft 1A fara 
Bunt sd wm ate 1 Sas ules dept foe STE NV dae 1 aby Cure gals ala atat ast ale fam eat sft | fo 
guay Ag ae adhh nas fadate ofe gfaut 11211 ats aéy Ae egerst oH sve fHAfe afeat | itd wis @ uES 
Daray ete fant est sfeur 11311 daa Sule ud ug Hfsat dig suse fa wat att Il ad Stag BU fas fut Sat Sat 
ahr silo dat gu} 


19. When there was no life, then what karma initiated this cycle of birth and death. This is a show enacted by God. HY 
aS 3 AG Se fort AIS ASS ATH Ala fat || wUST AS mify aa 24 Stat aye Fafa vs 748 
20. Guru says that the qazi does not side with truth and eats filth of lies, Brahman tortures others then takes a cleansing 


bath, and the yogi is distracted and does not know the right way. All three have become instruments of destruction in the 


society. It TS HS HS UE || PIS ore Aho we 1 Halt as o ATS vig 1 StS GATS aT YT M12 Il Page 662 


To read my other articles in Punjabi and English please visit my website www.understandingguru.com 


Ufss” su Zeta wife 


Ufss’ Su <et ot mit 
Sud GU yet a wtf 
Urner Se ge a wif 
WOQ” st HOHfs J afs a 
83 asa” ul a mite 
Hae ad a HS a feat 
fed “Aded’ Sd! ot mf 
‘Un odatg” AA! of nitfeat 
SUgt ger” Ul of item 
ga vars dar Bce tt 
el cl “Ads” Fat of wtfaT 
MSH” TI IH Jo a ntfenat 
Adda, CAAA” al GS Patt 
HAS! SH Udi a wife 
Ufss” SA Zeta wife 
Sud! Gu Yel a wits | 


Rakesh Singh 
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Pronouncing a 


Gurpreet Singh GP 
gp1699@yahoo.com 


'qGr is the fulcrum of Sikh thought, the first letter of Guru Granth Sahib Ji, 
and is the unique symbol of Khalsa. Despite this, there is a dilemma in the 
Sikh Panth regarding the pronunciation of ag The most popular is 'Ik 
Oankaar'. But this word does not appear even once in Guru Granth Sahib 
Ji. Oankaar (Guiarg) is there in Gurbani, but not ‘Ik Oankaar’ (fea 
Sard). The pronunciation of 'Ik Oankaar' was first given in written form 
by the Udasi sect almost 90 years after the martyrdom of Bhai Mani Singh 
Ji, later on, Nirmala writers also joined in this series. Had this 
pronunciation been in use during Guru's time, ‘Ik Oankaar’ would have 
been recorded in Gurbani as well. All the names of Almighty have come in Gurbani that were popular at that time, 
but ‘Ik Oankar’ does not appear even once. 

The entire dilemma is due to not understanding the difference between 'word' and 'Syllable' (or sign). The 
latest explanation in this series is the lowest of all. Some intellectuals have started promoting the pronunciation 
of 'IG" as ‘Ikko' (fat), ‘Aiko’ (Set) or 'Ek Oh Beant' (fra 8 fari3). 


The pronunciation of 'Ikko' was first given by Radha Swami Dera Beas head Sach Giani Jaimal Singh and 





the same was advanced by the writers of Dera Beas. Sadh Jaimal Singh narrated ‘AB on the basis of the mantra 
of Vedanta (Upanishads)- “Aiko Brahm Dutiya Nasiti.” The foremost writer of Dera Beas, Dr. T.R. Shingari, in his 
book on ‘Japu’ highlighted the linguistic aspects to arrive at the pronunciation of ‘ikko,’ in line with his Dera head. 
Nirmal Singh Kalsi was the first Sikh to acknowledge the pronunciation, as given by Sanatani Radha Swami Dera, 
as written in his book 'Beej Mantar Darshan’ in 1996. In other words, prior to 1996, the pronunciation of 'Ikko' 
was not found in any Sikh tradition, sampradaya, literature, history, or Sikh psyche. The irony is that these 
intellectuals often argue to liberate Sikhism from the clutches of Brahmanism through the pronunciation of 'Ikko’. 
Whereas the pronunciation of 'Ikko' in itself has its origin from the mantra of Upanishads, as mentioned above. 


Gurbani aspect 
If Guru Nanak Sahib had to write in ‘word-form’, then he could have written 'Ikko' or ‘Aiko’. If the objective was 
only to lay stress on the principle of 'oneness,' then he could have written Et Il Or Pot, exactly in the way 
ITU Il is written. 

Limiting the unique conceptual symbol 'WG' to a ‘numeral adjective’ is tantamount to diminishing Guru 
Nanak’s ideology of infiniteness. An ‘adjective’ is always used to understand the importance of the 'noun’. It can 
be used both in a positive and negative sense. Such as - Ikko Sahib, Ikko Takht, Ikko Pita, or Ikko Vairee (enemy). 

Examples of negative connotations are also found in Gurbani. In the verses shared below 'Ikko’ is used to 
denote ‘lekha' (accounts), and 'Eka' for 'bedan' (suffering): 


AHA STA IT Il BY Lae eT AT Il (Mehl 1, GGS Page 25) 
Pa FES CH PHT BY GANS GFAPH? Il (Mehl 1, GGS Page 940) 


There are verses in Gurbani where “Ik” is used for a specific group of people, which is a clear deviation from of 
oneness. Such as: 


fle ee is GAIT AME Ae 3 Pet I Hla Bs aad Ss MIS AS JET I 
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Re FAH TFT Ma HE BS GEA I eal AL’ ae AMS FE UW FEA | 
Plea 5c led FES IIS BIE ASA Ml er HIS ABTS eT TY eae I! 
ee ae 36 Bg lero! ated deat Il Hales YAH Pad et Ala HEA II (Mehl 1, GGS Page 1284) 


Could Guru Nanak Sahib make such a word the fulcrum of Sikhi which has no consistency in its usage, 
neither in Gurbani nor in vernacular language? 

The concept of 'Oneness' of the Creator is without a doubt the basic tenet of Gurmat. That is why the 
structure of the unique symbol ‘ag begins with the numerical one '('. The Oneness aspect of the creator is 


expressed through various words in Gurbani, like- fear, ea, feet, ta, fEaH, tal, etc. But Gurmat does not limit to 
the idea of 'Oneness' alone. Let us understand through Guru Nanak's own thoughts in which he very clearly 
considers the idea of Oneness (Aiko) as incomplete, and so, to which ego cannot be cured: 


Sa &g aS HS AF ICH HAG ICHH I wise Fad BF Uses LE We HIG HEH I 

YS BS Ad Ad B MST Be HAC HT || Pala HST BA CH BAA OG AHF 14 /| 

(Mehl 1, GGS Page 930) 

The third Guru Amar Das Ji shares similar views, that though everyone would talk about 'Ikko', but in 
reality, it can only be understood through the realization of Hukam: 


Set Sg AF TY CUTS Il TAY F8 FZ! FA ATS Il (Mehl 3 ,GGS Page 1176) 

The contemplation of the above verses should make this clear that the ‘96 cannot be limited to just the 
numeral adjective One (Sel). These verses make us clear that apart from the Oneness aspect, it is important to 
realize that He Himself is the Creator of the entire creation and is embodied in His creation. 


Lae aff fd ald Sat IS YIM FAG FE CUTLA Il (Meh! 3, GGS Page 1130) 


Only thru the realization of One Creator in the entire creation, one can get rid of Ahankaar (ego). The meaning of 
‘ahankaar’ is that | am (c)) the doer (AT). Guru Nanak Sahib coins a unique word 'Ekankar' (Saag / Ay-kan- 
kaar) that sets the aim for mankind to set free from the chronic disease of ego CHa). The simple meaning of 


Ekankaar can be summarized as: The Doer (&"d) of the entire creation is One (Sal), 
In Gurbani Ekankaar appears rhyming with Ahankaar to denote the exact antonym: 


HZ & FACT HOW ATA I RAIS Te AF Sala7g Il (Mehl 5, GGS Page 189) 

HAH SH ISC ICH Uda Il Hd AME AE Pare ZF THY aA Il (Mehl 3, GGS Page 30) 
The doctrine of Oneness (eal), the Hukam as enshrined in His creation (&'d), and the challenge to the human 
mind’s chronic disease ego (dard), this all gets beautifully summarized in the contemplation of Ekankaar 


(Galata). 


The Pronunciation of 9G Is Ekankaar (Satara) 
Our very first question should be, who is the creator of the symbol 'qG"? And the second question should be, what 


pronunciation did the creator himself assign to ago 
If the answers to these questions are searched from within the Gurbani, this would lead us to the 


conclusion that Guru Nanak Sahib himself is the creator of ‘96 sign, and he himself assigned Ekankaar (aad) 
as its pronunciation. Prior to the Guru Nanak’s baani neither there was the existence of symbol ag nor the word 
Ekankaar (Saad) existed in any scripture or in any language. The word Ekankaar (aad) appears 13 times in 
the baani of Guru Nanak Sahib Ji, and a total of 37 times in the entire baani of Guru Granth Sahib Ji. 

The question is often asked, where is written in Guru Granth Sahib the pronunciation of 'WG' as Ekankaar 


(Salar)? But this question applies equally to every pronunciation- Ik Oankar, Ek Oh Beant, Ikko, etc. But we can 
definitely say that there are some words that do not appear even once in Guru Granth Sahib, such as - Ik Oankaar, 
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Ek Oh Beant. As far as ‘ikko’ is concerned, we already discussed that this makes the doctrine inconsistent and 
incomplete. 

Yes, there is no direct instruction towards any pronunciation in Guru Granth Sahib Ji. But the fact remains, 
does not the unique symbol (98) coined by Guru Nanak Sahib Ji and the profound word ‘Ekankaar’ (aad) show 
innate closeness? Is not the father of the unique symbol '9G' and the new word 'Ekankaar' (Saad) the same? 
Which other symbol and the word has such union? 

The pronunciation of Ekankaar (aad) rhymes with that of Oankaar (Guiarg). Hence many intellectuals 
on the basis of preconceptions, including Prof Sahib Singh, have failed to pay attention to the independent 
interpretation of Ekankaar. The word break-up of Ekankaar is often done as follows: 

Paatd = ta + Ma + AT 

Whereas it can easily be understood with the following break-up: 

Polatd = Va + ATI 


This break-up will help to understand Ekankaar independent of Oankaar. 


‘Ekan' (Saf) is also used as an independent word in Gurbani: 

aI aa Me ISA Halt UPYIH BE EF I! (Mehl 1, GGS Page 360) 

The confusion is due to not distinguishing between 'sign' and ‘word’. Assuming ‘a to be a ‘word’ can 
never settle the pronunciation. This is because the three units used in its structure- the numerical '1', the 
Gurumukhi alphabet '§ ", and the artistic line of infinity, would have to be pronounced differently as a principle 
for word-formation. In this way, the pronunciation of '2' should be 'pahila' (uf). The pronunciation of the 
numeric 'U' in Gurbani is 'pahila’, it’s not 'Ik'. "'HJ&™ 2 is pronounced as ‘Mahila Pahila', and not 'Mahila Ik' (Heete 
HIS ufgs a 4, GGS: Page 1389). So if ‘AB’ is to be pronounced as ‘word’ or ‘abbreviation’, then the 
pronunciation of '%' will be 'pahila', nothing else. 

However, ‘AG’ being the combination of numeric, alphabet, and artistic line, makes it clear that it’s free 
from the standard rules of any language. Hence, it’s not a word. The artistic line of infinity makes it unique. It 
being free from the rules of language makes it a unique ‘sign.’ One may call it a sign (nishaan) or symbol or syllable 
or logo, but not a word. 

But the preconception of differentiating the three units to arrive at pronunciation is so dominant that 
scholars who admit it to be a ‘logo,’ also pronounce it as an ‘abbreviation’ of a word. 

Prof. Devinder Singh Chahal's book is titled- JAP The Essence of Nanakian Philosophy. Readers must pay 
attention to the new name. Guru Nanak's ideology is popularly known as 'Sikhi' or 'Gurmat'. But Prof. Davinder 
Singh Chahal preferred to name it "Nanakian Philosophy." This is not only the distortion of Baba Nanak’s name 
but also reduces it to mere philosophy at par with western philosophers. It’s under the similar urge of inventing 
new names, he pronounced ‘WB’ as "Ek Oh Beant", which does not appear even once in Guru Granth Sahib. He 
writes: "The qG has been designated as a logo based on the following explanation by Guru Nanak: tol Ae Ae! 
SUVS Il Ud Da SAS AS ZI (UST 1188)" 

Prof. Chahal has rightly mentioned it as logo (or sign or nishaan). Interestingly, the verse that he quoted 
to support it to be a ‘nishaan,’ also give indication towards it’s pronunciation ‘Ekankaar': 


Ee LOPHTS MPHTS OG TT Il PS IAATBH ALT AIC | 

Pe HIE HE BIAS Il Yd TI FAS AS 13 I 

2a Vay Fes He AF Il THES Ya He Ha AGF I! 
WBME TS Pa (SS TS il CT ATH YS SY UTS 8 I! 
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Le sus a UTSATE Il Aa WEF CUTE Il 

BH a apa Ies Arg Il GT Maal Udtdd GAA IY I! (Mehl 1, GGS Page 1188) 

But instead of searching for the pronunciation from Gurbani itself, Prof. Chahal preferred to coin a new 
word- Ek Oh Beant (fea 8 B3). Despite admitting it to be a ‘logo’ (nishaan or sign), he pronounced it as an 
‘abbreviation’ :"... it is clear again that in Nanakian Philosophy, the Eternal Entity (God) has been addressed as 96: 
4 (One) stands for 'One and Only'. € stands for 'Oh' (‘That’). Extended end (line) stands for 'Infinite'. Therefore, 
96 can be pronounced as fra 8 dis (Ek Oh Beant) in Punjabi and as 'The One and Only, that is Infinite’ in 
English." 

On what basis did Prof. Chahal conclude the pronunciation of the artistic line of infinity to 'Beant'? If 
someone finds a more profound expression than ‘beant,’ how can that be wrong? Such as- anant, apaar, aseem, 
aprampaar, etc. In Gurbani, ‘apaar’ is used much more frequently than ‘beant’. How can the pronunciation of 'Ek 
Oh Apaar' be considered wrong? 

The probable answer to these questions is that Prof. Davinder Singh Chahal has a liking for the 
pronunciation of ‘AB’ as "Ek Oh Beant" in the same way as he likes the term "Nanakian Philosophy" rather than 
‘Gurmat’. We are not discussing personal likings. We are trying to search for the pronunciation as given by Guru 
Nanak Sahib himself. It would have been wiser, if Prof Chahal after concluding ‘AB’ to be a logo (nishaan), could 
have avoided pronouncing it as an abbreviation. IG is neither a word nor an abbreviation of any word. It’s a 
unique conceptual sign and complete in itself. 

As soon as we conclude that it is a sign (nishaan), then its pronunciation does not depend on the three 
units used in its structure. In other words, as a ‘sign’, it is an independent ‘syllable’. For which 'Q', Br, and '‘line' 
cannot be separated for pronunciation. Therefore, to say as follows would be wrong: 

‘y= Pal / Fay UlTS!, 

G = Gui / ma / BIB; 

PU" = ATE / PAZ / MUTI | 

This method is wrong. It is indeed wrong. 

Gis neither a word form nor an abbreviated form, it is an independent letter. The pronunciation of the symbol 
'Q6" as a whole is 'Ekankaar.' 18 = PATS. This is how it should be considered. 


Few examples of other popular symbols 
The symbol born out of Guru Nanak's imagination cannot be compared with any other symbol, but examples can 
definitely help us to understand the subject: 

&: The pronunciation of this symbol that first appeared in Rig Veda is ‘Om’. It is entirely composed of the 
linguistic script, yet it’s established not as a word, but as a religious symbol of the Hindus. Hence, its pronunciation 
is free from linguistic rules. Linguistically it should have been pronounced as ‘Oon’ (Se), but its pronunciation is 
‘Om’ (GH). No one challenges it, despite it does not follow linguistic rules. 

S or: The symbol of American currency is pronounced as ‘dollar.’ Its pronunciation has no relation to the 
units used in its formation ‘S’ and ‘I’. Whereas, the Indian currency symbol merely hints towards the pronunciation 
of 'Rupee' as it has the Hindi alphabet ‘X.’ But pronunciations of S or Can never be understood by imposing 
linguistic rules on it. The Creator of these symbols, the Reserve Bank of India for ‘,’ has every right to decide on 
the pronunciation. 

Ast: It will be interesting for the reader to understand this. It’s made of numeric '1' and English letters ‘st’. 
Combining this makes it a symbol free from linguistic rules. It is pronounced 'First'. lf someone tries to challenge 
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that numeric ‘1' is pronounced as 'One,' and so the pronunciation should be 'Onest.' This will be a foolish idea. 
Despite the fact, that we all know that '1' can never be pronounced as ‘fir.’ The structure of the symbol only hints 
toward its pronunciation. 

Let’s suppose for some reason, the pronunciation of '1st' is forgotten or lost say 50 or 100 years from 
now. How would the readers pronounce '1*,' when they will see it in the books? Persons with linguistic tilt would 
pronounce it simply as ‘Onest.’ Those who would consider it as an abbreviation may pronounce it as ‘One State.’ 
If someone would tell them that it should have been pronounced as 'First.' The very first argument would be, how 
could '1' be pronounced as 'fir.' This is exactly what’s happening with ag 


‘Ikko’ pronouncing scholars are in denial of the artistic line of infinity 

Writing through script was developed just about 3500 years ago. Whereas humans started expressing themselves 
with symbols and pictures many thousands of years ago. Guru Nanak Sahib went to the remote corners of the 
world, he was aware of the story of human evolution. The mother of all scripts is the art of painting. Guru gave a 
well-deserved place to it, inthe Sikh emblem through the artistic line of infinity. The line along-with open-mouthed 
<4 (Oora) with its one end untouched by any alphabet, indicates the infiniteness of the Doer. This line makes the 
Sikh symbol 'AG unique. 

The ‘numerical One’ represents Oneness, the ‘artistic line’ represents the infiniteness of The Creator, 
while its realization thru Shabad-Guru is represented by ‘open-mouth Oora’ in between. Thus, the structure of qe 
and its pronunciation Ekankaar, both are profoundly meaningful and are aligned through consistent doctrine. 

But the line hinders the scholars from pronouncing 'Ikko.' To get out of this, the intellectuals decided to 
deny the line in itself. This compulsion is also reflected in Gulbarg Singh Basi's (US) article ‘VB IKKO as its Proper 
Pronunciation.’ He analyzes the historical manuscripts (hukam namay) of Guru Sahib and concludes that ‘rekha’ 
or line is just a calligraphic extension: “The reader will notice that the shapes of % has a calligraphic extension, 
even though not as prominent in some cases, and that has calligraphic extensions in varying shapes.” 

Note the following explanation for this doubt: 

1) If Gulbarg Singh Basi could rephrase and correct the wording as follows, this would bring more clarity: 
‘The reader will notice that “sometimes” the shapes of 9 have a calligraphic extension, even though not as 
prominent in some cases, and that Shas calligraphic extension “every time” in varying shapes.’ 

It would become easier for the reader to understand the difference between “sometimes” and “every time.” 

2) Despite the “calligraphic extension” appearing sometimes with 9 (in hukam namay), its structure 
remains intact indicating a numerical one. However, due to the extended line (rekha) joined with A= every time, 
it appears a clear deviation from the structure of oora. It’s because of this difference, Basi Ji has to mention- “QB 
has calligraphic extensions in varying shapes.” 


3) The line in "varying shapes" is in itself proof that it’s not part of any linguistic script, but an artistic line 
of painting. Because it’s an artistic line, there is no need for consistency in its structure. The only condition it 
follows is that the last end of the line does not touch any other alphabet indicating the infiniteness of the Creator. 


Bhai Gurdas’s testimony needs to be seen without preconceptions 

Bhai Gurdas was one of the closest Sikhs to Guru Arjan. There should be no doubt about his dedication and 
contribution to the compilation of the Adi Granth. If someone has uncertainty about Bhai Gurdas' few verses not 
being coherent with Gurbani, a serious thinker instead of accusing Bhai Gurdas would ascribe to the adulteration 
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in the writings assigned to his name. But accusing and belittling Bhai Gurdas appears to have emerged from the 
egoistic urge to establish themselves as high-ranked intellectuals. 
The verse that most of the intellectuals (including Prof. Chahal) quote to accuse Bhai Gurdas is as under: 
HBAS AIST SHES SET HB TY UTE] PAU AILSA TA GAS PI Me Hd BY FTE | 
BP ASAI TH AIS TH AY HY Ue] AIBA BOA Td MES TA" MES BH BS! 
ae AA Ud Ho USTs lel ANE AHS! Td Ws eg Ad Sag AY HZ AUTE| 
Ao 3 Bubp fel Fat AHS /! (Bhai Gurdas: Vaar 1 Pauri 49) 


We all know that wherever mythological names appear in Gurbani, they have come either to establish the 
superiority of One Creator over fictional deities, or to reject them, or it is just for the sake of reference. But why 
is this principle not applied to the writings of Bhai Gurdas? The above-mentioned verse clearly establishes the 
profoundness of ‘waheguru’ contemplation over mythological deities. 

The biasedness towards Bhai Gurdas results in missing the unique poetic style used in the above- 
mentioned verse that can help us to comprehend the verses that are testimony to the topic in discussion. Vaar1 
Pauri 49 also describes the structure of ‘Waheguru’ (“TIdg). Vava (€@!), Haha (J'dJ"), Gaga (dIdT'), Rara (d'd") 
are the alphabets used poetically to brief the ‘structure’ of ‘Waheguru’ (Stddg). 

Prof. Davinder Singh Chahal has wrongly accused Bhai Gurdas to distort the pronunciation of 96: 

"Bhai Gurdas has pronounced val (one) as taatg (Ekankaar) and ga (Oora) as Orarg (Oankaar). Therefore, 
96 should be pronounced as taatg Sujarg (Ekankaar Oankaar) according to Bhai Gurdas’ interpretation. 
However, 6 is being pronounced as ta Buiatg (Ek Oankaar) in general by the Sikhs at large. Nevertheless, it 
becomes clear that Bhai Gurdas was the first scholar, who declared open Oora (8) as Orarg (Oankaar)." 

A few questions can be raised this point: 

1) According to Prof. Chahal, Bhai Gurdas’s description leads to the 'Ekankaar Oankar'. Can he give evena 
single reference from old texts or any jathebandi or samprada that may have used such pronunciation at any given 
time in history? If 'Ekankaar Oankar' pronunciation never gained any attention among the Sikh psyche, then the 
problem lies with the intellectuals in their deliberate attempt to distort the interpretation. 

2) Why the reference is given only to Vaar 3 Pauri 15 (that too in the wrong sense)? Bhai Gurdas Ji has 
used 'Ekankaar' in many other words as well. An attempt to study various usages of ‘Ekankaar’ along with the Bhai 
Gurdas’ unique poetic style would have been wiser. 

Bhai Gurdas was contemporary of the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Guru. His writings stamp the ‘Ekankaar’ 
pronunciation of 96 But as we have been repeating, again and again, failing to differentiate between ‘word’ and 
‘sign,’ the verses that describe the ‘structure’ of WG are misconstrued to be for ‘pronunciation.’ 

We have added commas (,) to these verses to make our point clear. These verses are: 

Lal Lolalg, (B14 Cura | 

G31 Gufaig UM FING | (Bhai Gurdas: Vaar 3 Pauri 15) 

A similar viewpoint is mentioned in another verse also: 


PeaTg Raid here G37 Gufartg SYTOYT / (Bhai Gurdas: Var 39 Pauri 1) 


Both the above-mentioned verses describe the ‘structure’ of 9G not the ‘pronunciation.’ A similar poetic 
style of rendition was used in Vaar1 Puri 49 to describe the structure of ‘Waheguru,’ which we mentioned to have 
been missed by the scholars. Vishnu, Hari, Govind & Ram represents Vava, Haha, Gaga & Rara of ‘Waheguru,’ and 
are not to be confused for pronunciation. Pronunciation ‘Waheguru’ is very clearly written in the verse. Similarly, 
the pronunciation ‘Ekankaar’ is very clearly mentioned in both of the above verses. ‘Eka’ (ea) or Ikaang (fern) 
is to represent a numerical one (2); while ‘Oankaar’ (Guiarg) is to represent open-mouth ‘Oora’(8). ‘Eka,’ ‘Ikaang’ 
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or ‘Oankaar’ should not be confused for pronunciation. Moreover, there’s a clear indication that the verses 
describe the structure, as Bhai Gurdas specifically mentions ‘writing’ or ‘likh’ (fFy) in both these verses. 

Please note, that the verses being in poetical rendition do not mention the artistic line of infinity. Similarly, 
in the description of ‘“Waheguru,’ Bhai Gurdas mentions Vava, Haha, Gaga, and Rara, but there’s no mention of 
Sihaari (Hach), Ounkad eHaz), and Dulenkad (Zaaz). 

Because ‘Oora Oankaar’ is written in these verses, many have wrongly concluded that Bhai Gurdas 
indicated to pronounce ‘Oora’ as ‘Oankaar.’ Bhai Gurdas has mentioned ‘Oankaar’ specifically to indicate the 
structure of open-mouth ‘oora.’ This is because, in Guru Granth Sahib Oankaar (Guiarg) always appear with open- 
mouth Oora(8). 

This is like saying A for Apple or Oora Oonth (Ga" GS). Obviously, here the idea is to give knowledge about 
alphabets A & Oora. Neither A is to be pronounced as Apple nor the Oora as Oonth. It is very much possible that 
the Gurumukhi kaida (alphabet list booklet) at the time of Bhai Gurdas had Oora Oankaar (Ga @nfard) to 
represent open-mouth Oora. Bhai Gurdas might have simply decided to use the popular terminology of his time. 

The above verses can simply be interpreted as follows: 

Ekankaar is shown by writing Eka (numerical One), 

Then Oora as of Oankaar is placed aside. (Vaar 3 Pauri 15) 

For Ekankaar, Ikaang (numerical one) is written, then Oora as of Oankaar is written. (Var 39 Pauri 1) 

Hence, we can conclude that Bhai Gurdas has described the structure of the unique conceptual symbol 
Gin Vaar 3 Pauri 15 and Vaar 39 Pauri 1. In both of the verses, he clearly mentions ‘Ekankaar’ as its pronunciation. 

Bhai Gurdas in another verse summarizes as follows: 

Ut Salar [Ble A eT ATH CBILHT| (TH IPOH: Sd Bt UGH 2 

Meaning: (From Guru Nanak to Guru Arjan Ji) All the Five Gurus wrote Ekankaar, and spread the message 
to innumerable (humanity) on all sides. 

The real irony is that Bhai Gurdas didn’t write ‘Ik Oankaar’ (fa Sad) even once, yet he is accused of 
mispronunciation. However, he repeated make usage of ‘Ekankaar’ in his verses, but no attention is paid to it. This 
is due to the baggage of preconceptions. 


Conclusion 

Ekankaar (96) is Satguru Nanak Ji’s personal spiritual idea and blessing to humanity. 6 is a unique conceptual 
independent symbol made by Guru Nanak himself, it’s pronunciation ‘Ekankaar’ (aad) is also a new word 
coined by Guru Nanak Ji. Ekankaar is made by combining Ekan + Kaar (Gol + aTd), which means ‘One Doer.’ 

Let us conclude the article from the Gurbani verse, which has both ‘Aiko’ and ‘Ekankaar’ ina single phrase. 
Readers can decide for themselves who among the two is the point of discussion. Certainly, ‘Aiko’ is used as an 
adjective to describe ‘Ekankaari’: 

dd 8a He eds Aa Usd AE led CATA I (He 8 Ag TI AVE: 207507) 

This is an abridged English version of a detailed Punjabi article. Readers can check more details on this topic: 
https://www.sikhsaakhi.com/blog/20 
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aeds 3 SAS | Sut & fea SSH SIE] YRS ast I FEA Sate feaTHA args ct farts 
e aet yar e fen Osd of HTH? me Jal fe fa SAN, HIER, sdIw, aifes, wife, fH sgi 2 ys 
yard 2 fen Je faqi a uftmls age Hay niTuer farts YSSs Adet a faa di fai fefnat a 
famita Hoy oh Alea, HY ASS! Adiga widdis me HE HAST SHS Age S| 


mA AS fen uesaa Gast Bel st Baad de ga ug Hag ueaea Gast 2 aS 
Hone Gast od del si uesag Gast wT Ss Odi J Hae we AHA Ales Hue St 
deal] Se URTGHA Gast 2 aS Hana Gast A Agdl J we wong Gost was A fem 
Jd 8d od uftersuere a fEa Go uftersua fame w fer a faa Are JI 


nifPHnsHe famite HY Hea VetSet Jl TAA AHA fed Hea fonast adi Je a 
AHA aSlas Jet d | AA AHA fed USTs Cast as fan wy cyst St J Hardt! (EA Bet Hea 
& Heel Fares Bel Ud AHA e fenast Hea SS Sat Jos wiS Hetad Flea Sel mfonrsHa 
fama a det as Ad 31 


miftaisHe fare & feat dA Te wuNt a Afitd Te UT dd TAT Jie } Afsast a 
fats Ft Law of Morality (B04 ws Haste) S fora a Ae I pafteasHa farts § Gass eT 
famita <i for ater J ste fEGHS Cl Id SS visa mTSHT eT farts | FEA famita Ie visa wITSH a 
Be eee So aye ele apr ea EOE 
Sat d Are 


fER fen MSHS USHTSH! 2 farts wT feat a faa Are J) eH fen @ Adu fed sSul CA 
Sas OSUS J fap He MISH WB UTHSHT e Sudha gHShat ger fest great | MISH a3 UTHTSHT 
Sudha Tasha Fats GIS wiftensHe farts e fea! Css a aig fara | EAC ars ci fEH fen 
$ Ugh w fern 4 Hg Shot aft 31 fen wong, fen fea 6, Hoi 2 wus vere ge TSH BTS 
(fat g He Hs fasta fos Are cd) A fa AGHAST UGH Is, WA ust UH rs Az a, fEA fen Sh 
MASS ct USH ad fest Te J EA aaa mfterTsHere 2 fen a gu sur di ges fest ae J ws 
fen fea Aas us gaShs Se Uy TS FET fara 
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mftenTsHete € fH ct BSS 4 HHS SHS feH fen Ch mdIT ES YF HS GS Us ay 
Aun d Wed | eH fed @ Uda ASE fers Us Tse J fa Ae Ha St Gal a Tal fear Set 
diet st Hay avast HAAS S as UdATS Jet All GA AA Hay ¢ fea dt AH Get HI fa fea AS 
mest Gud MAHS fed Geb Ja! FEA Set fea Aft Art Hl fa Gud MATS fed fas et TST 
Jn Cal 3 ads Te I os Ba gH Tt fed HS wrest Usp aaa TI 


foR ogi a Su Het 3 He Bat S mS) AH MS STAT MOA MH JASt e Gs Sql UGH 
dufes| (Afpat Hse SHS fre GA IHS S da At UGHTSH Tye fad ast AST) | Ste fk fa FEA 
udgal § Hu dua 2a-eudhut great '3 fre fas Hau SHC HS, Cais nituNt Ag mS AH WIGHT fa 
zug aBulsd Jy Se UGHTSH! Us GE MS CH DHSt Ste da ct A UGHTSH' cH tla Ha Set 


feH 2 os ci feai wrest Suge aHS WS CA TASt S WA ado Set Hi CH cl USA ads 
SAS UAT Hd ad fest! fed HH Sheu fart fox UAT AIS GIS da SS UTHTSH! UA J Alea MS Ba 
at HAtESt ushat ot ada FEA YT cH fect S ct rH}y @ UGH Ha four fara! FEA Sgt YA! agal 
Add d wet 3 Yat ot fect ot ftertsHa ferns at deta ft fapat | 


mifeAS mieHS eH fed ae Yad ¢ AdHais HATS ad fe3 Tel FEA e SBA att Yat 
2 UdH 3 Ure dal Aa J ae! fea waa! fan ot fan gu fee ma AN fee aed ot Tet a 
fer sgt uss dt out S age SHS A GAS mS fapat BH S UdH wry fest fap | Fas FBS 
BIS MUST AS MOA TSS Te YA! TS UGH e Saerg Yet Te! 


fea UGH t Saerd dat Ai USHSHT t SH| WS Te WS YA UlS TI isa HAAS J HAAS 
Jet fart | FEA YA TS aaHatat § Sh aH Ha four fara dis miftasHea farts S UA sat St AHS 
ad fest fara! FER age Sisal eer Uy feng St fest fap ad 


fer 2 fhe ed fea Und eddl Esd Bt fapat| EA UAT SaaS UTHTSH GIS HAY Wied 
fro nist et Has Ue ad fest as fea AHS fest fama fer FEA TSH S USHTSH UTA FT SA Hae 
als AdgHt GSS Sse Yet | fee ore fea S fas famr fa faSia Hay uA ads uu Dd Ale Ta 
fer Set eR SH S ags Adah HATS Haha Ja | CH Ad! Sages SHS TH Ua TS Ba UA 
Hele HHS T Hard Jet A dd Ts | 


Te fafa St St aS St ws Bl St USHTSH! et aet wrarg ¢ fed Fo msH ws UPHSHT eS 
eudmit argued Ashi He Seba seb Ja | FEA nud 3 Ag Ba MIM TS ms SY SU UTHTSH! 
wa ot Cali at unt ad A dd Jal fA age aet Sgt et UGHTSH! mS SHH UGH Je fed mI Te JS! 
Jd FET TUS UGHISH 3 MUS UGH § Hi Sta WS GSH Je TT Ve ager J] Jd ae fea aed fa 
Ha Sa CA UHH Fh gua ada m3 CA gi tl UA a agHaisi Huser ada fad Od ye age 
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J) ftuirsne farts t fen 6 Ho WSS USHSH CYA Ads Sa Tt AHS oe FEST fart J 3 TEAS 
TH ming FEST fapat | 


fae fie fed featur fa fed feat YA-uS m3 Adatat feg CBs a afd fart J! FER Urea 
MOA, une AY fed ct Had aet fonast ads US YA adet Je, ae Sgi te aguas age de gi 
x fenast 4 vat oe wife fexast He foot Are J SfSast ws Ae ze fapats a fea F fa 
miftnitsHae famita @ feat J we fH S HOY 6 Head Serer , GA Uy S feng di fest fom JI 
fia sg fra fear ust aH e dad fed ot Gas a ofa fara | 


fra dt args J fa fsa farts ore fae Hoe Flea Hel Jer Ht Ga FEA Flea 4 Cus a 
du fest od fA8 AHA UATTS Jet Hl Ga AHA fed Gaze Uer ag fest Te J) wast wis aauatat 
UGH SH 'S Hout? Hat fees Sede MS AHA fed CAHN UST SS AT aot G1 Aa STSTSTS frm 
aed faa od! fre HS eat ort At GS oS SIS Ue I fa J) UH A usd di aet sgie 
ASH wis mud a3 Al dd Jal fA AS 2 aS UGH § Surg Fe! font fart J us ad fka S mimy|er 
UdH usd fee Sa | 


2 2g Sudha gHSbat ger esha great Te | USHTSHT S fas MATS fed Yo" AHS for fara d nis 
MISH! G HOU @ nied FST a UGHSH! FS Sa TAS aH aa fest | 


dg Atgas 6 fen Ard Afast 4 Ushio m3 fed AS BY ed aS GET mftnsua fami e 
SGHe 6 dd Ga Ata e gu fed ugans ais J FEA fa w aiftmle age 3 fea Hun Jed fa fF 
erattersna fefamiras wt gad! frH dy fee vias wet msH ns UHH a g8a S es aTa 
Afonid Je Sel Yset U1 fea gfe ae Aas os urs Ht ustet fern gd) Hever Ales at Jet de 
fea a AE ust fami 3) H6ut SB yee Ge aguatat UGH! @ faard a franfonts AH a 
frorfons et UGH mueTee Sel Ufout fam J fea ge fee vifas aet af fears et ata 
(Conscience) 4 ESAS Ch nisd MISH J BH S Har A Ahontg Je Sel frfoon fest TS S| 


Ag 3 ulgsi si ugHTsnt d Hau fed FSA § Ud AS SHS UGHSH e HaSy S Tg dja Atgg 
fea nifas aret od FER Sgt AHS gy: 
Aaa fosTAl Het MSU Sot Afal AHA WV TIS I 
(dl: di: H: UST-ECS) 
ST UGHTSH! Hae fenttua J, Gd Ag Sel 'S Het I ws Col USHSH! 3d Se HA nied ot AA fea 
df d | UdHTSHt fas aad MAH fed Odi Yar | EA Sgt faA GIs MAH fed He UGHTSHT 
Hasu } ud sg fara fest fap ad 


UdHTSH! a Use ade t AeU fed dg Aloe UHH a feorfnt feH sgt age Ja: “WAS 
on’ fae ated fa UGH TAA TI ae ard Sd d Gd Ald Ads iS Ard YoHs Sel aes fea a 
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Js Ca Hae fexua dl “GH” 3 Sed: Geds MS Adds 2 foun fai a ae is ST ufo aT 
Hae fed qeds ¢ foun dt USHSH Jol Adye|t MoH BM nis Sud At AATHa BMH (Law of 
Nature or Cosmic Law) dt UgHTSHT I Afs” J ate J fa fea aeds 2 feu Ae we ules To, fea far 
a sda ges Si wT Aad | FEA MIQHd fan dy af Ai UGHTSH cl TUSHT ads SHS fa A sgi 
UT a Ss od da Art| 


dowel fed qeds 2 fount § Jan Sh faa fern dg) Taset el AHstet g fa: 
Jan niefa AS A sata TAH B AE il (GI: Ti: A: USt-Y 
aie fed fa UGHTSH 2 JaH Se Aes 2 fawn 3 tet S arg Sd JI SS HU aH J aeh Ss Sd 
Hae | AT IY USHSH! Ste ARIS 2 (SUH! HGH Hi CAV Tan woard ot auger Ji fEA MOAT 
Sa std CH JaH Ste eds t faut § AHS tH EAR aS di fea HH a: 
Jatt dare Toe" StH fSfaant ats il 
(JI: dl: A: USt-9) 
Se: Feds 2 (SUH! Fi Jan 4 HH o Bai fouHi mond i dlea Hien are | fed dt Hay wT UGH 
Jl fea dtd mftrsna famita & feat far mest UdH e agHats nuSes, uiftearrsna famita St 
Je 
fea sgt fre Sa ISH ASS J ot Teast w ufos aaa fra AHS met J fa Hoy a 
MISH MS UGHTSH fea od tet Sa Sy TAS Sd Ta | Toast SAHS vi: 
Ho 3 Afs Agu J MUST HS UsTE Il 
(dl: Hi: A: UST-88y 
fea ware fra d fa, JHaY Geds SS 3G How qa Het d! FEA Sel Hae Hea Hie e aA 
} AHS, 3 arabs SS! Hes Hh o fa Saat SS Alea | EA OA fea SA AHS ET J fa, 
His Fee UGHTSH SHS Tt afsot fora | FEA MIGHT Ha fan 4 wITSH a ats Saw fara d, Ga 
UdHTSH! ht ft via J fea sgt Towel aed Fe fea AHS fart J fer UGHTSHT HoY @ vied Hid 
SiaTs di fea Het g for HAY ST HS UGHTSH GI ofA | 


fra Si Sasi fea d fa GA UGHTSH A SH at He S AHA Are | dg de Atos fee nifars 
Met Tel uitd aS Ga Al UGHTSH dusts ads St St Queda fest fam d | fea di uifoursna forme 
fea dl fa sgt Su Sy UGH O UnTdha S A TSH iS UGHTSH! e AU fed Ud Yet a TSyT YT 
dhmr At GA 88 3 add afent I Tawet B STH v: 

MISH Hid IH IH Hid MISH Sala Td Stara Il 
(Sl: Hi: A: UST-VVwU3Z) 

STS MISH Ht USHTSHT J MS UGHTSHT Th TSH od fed fu Su Sadi Js Ba Std fa feH Hawy 

6 fedd ad o HHfmt Are | 


Je He fed AHS ot Ae fa HO, THI Fi aTSH UGHTSHT wt gu d si ndy Bel fea Aad J 
Fier d fa Ga UHH? Tet a use aa vB Cal Tei mong fead | Te A Sse, fetus Fi 
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die (Properties, virtues and Attributes) UJHTSHT edd edt ae At Bee (Properties, virtues and 
Attributes) HOY @ HS SS MISH U dS Udit Ja | EA Sel fea Had d ret J fa UGHTSHT Re SSeS, 
fenasehat ai get a use dist ae wed Cal get } pf are fea a fiers foros er fem 
| 

feA ura ’3 Ae Tasel Tel USHTSH 6 Aeds 2 fouH ala a UGHTSHT a fea gu fans offs 
JST EAR OS ol UGHSH OCHS TU UGHSH G Tet a uAS afd a et Has ast | Taaet a 


SdHS 2: 
arad arabe Get fours il aeba Hebd us Tebet gve I 
(i: TH: A: UST) 

fig gu USHTSH! tht fers ne Sas SS Te vanger J! fre fea fos Aret Ht far 
USHSH A YA TIS BTS UGHISH UA a Fiat d wes Vet HAAS od miGa, Ga ag afss mage 
v6 fa faa He was de Fi USS Gt Yyosst Fi Ala Ber a ya cas Mt Bz Sd etl Bz sid 
UDHTSH! t Hdd Tei 4 HHS! mS Bai Add dei § nuStetUGHSH! € dei} muewwes aS i 
fexast read J rae J | fro ft Aha det ds fed Shey eI UH dl fan fect wgarg seh UT 
Adal UGH Sd Jet) Deets fonast ct AGA AHA tt fRaAST Ag Hae | 


UGHTSH e Hdd Tet § wu)|ra Cai Hdd Tet as dea Hier di Hsu Heo wt UGH J m3 
fra difEA Hes ew HSS dT! Aguas ag a at UGH Set Ger Taarest at wire g: 
set ugufs Hey tadba difie fea) at fea Sct ado 
(dl: di: A: US!-I WS 39%) 
ore fig fa Hea SH A US det d Si PER ASH @ HSde i UGHTSH OS fiB|t d wis UPHSH! 
Cet} AHS a Cal det 4 Hea fea TSS SH uTISH aS NS I | Fadi diea w Cea de fra 
Hay VT UGH TD | Fad Sas Sure ual A wifteamH|re e feat I 


fia Hs @ AY ate feo dik fa (Spiritualism) wftrTsHeTe Sfsast SS Tet a famita J 
we afsast TS Tet Fiza fed BS A CH mOH Hes AMS! Ht HAY TI UGH (religion) J | Fa 
Afonid det d A Towel & Suen we Cea g | fea d ufteartsna farts & AHS WS BH MOAT 
Alea AIST 


fra Ha festd ads 2 OS fea fread ada S yee d fa fEH fer 2 Haw | ota AHA 
Odi fam fea dt args J fa gg uA feure a gee eu fort d) UGH & feared 2 ofa fom JI 
APTeHSst USH Jet A dot J cfu Has SS HSat UGH 2 SENS Te wBu de gd Js ws 
AHA fed HESS! SUS Sd ost wT Tat Hoyt t gare mst UGH aes GH feu de ag ad 
UdHe oH ’3 Sarehat J ddhat Ja | feu Sel dar si feg dear fa mifinsHa fapnts e HAS S HHS 
add fefmi dag fer feat distes' as uiftnts aise | fen? aS ddd fem a ogi few fea 
C farmntlS § BAS O'S THS ast are puftasna fame Tt AHA 6 Aue et Hae | 
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~mftenTsHa ferns 2 fen cl HSS} HHS SHS (€IBS Sd-2) GH fens Wy @ Hard faA 
SH tue ae} feel fra Une w Jets uge 6 fifsur di Ga feat fea Stag exftentuay § feet are 
Jl GH feat & Ard via feH Si d: 
‘NBs as chp dF act fan § ot du) ue” | (Fa AS CH euly eS fears J A oe fy 
fed TBH Te Te AS |) fEA feat fea fete a: faq's} fea dH ded Crd He Cd sus us fsa 
fradiand Ha | fai d stot 3 stad fest at Ga us fa Hdd Tally (STAC) HG | fAAiS ae 
Shot & 43 2 wre ston Ca tas (Hdd) SdH! AS! fAali } vigsi we Sfoat S dept 
Hidbat Ca Hast asa fed Gat ued a ust aga we AS | GH feat fea ffi od fr AS 
AAT UsTel CAA fen: farts) €3 Ha Jet d1 Het fas J fea mrs fefoargehat S Hest a 
UsTel age | FIST UZ AIS U CCH BS us (Sy es, Ai us fsa dead Hana dai, Ai 
ug fea yoda Oss del ugal fuer, farts UUs ada HS Ae dug feg Si iors 
J Had FEA farts BS Ud HSS apts IHS TI” 


HOES fas SHS Adal ft Afsast Ss mifIaTsHa farts YUS Adal d| Aad us fsa 
feorifontai 3 fas Sea ifeatsHa famie IHS ast Ga st fan HASH 83 wSH ot Gat wa a 
AHg ding yore Hdd Jd Od ads ug fsa feces cde Ja ud Cai § mftorsna fame Ft Ast 
od dct 


mina AY fed Sos Ug fu a A fenast Saha Paha Unt IHS ae Jo Ca fanest Se GY 
He Te Jal A dete Hg Usa gerehat aiehat Js Sa us fa Hi genes Ja! us (BY wife 2S 
a6 niftard ae Sqi 2 ASH Ade Jal us fsa Sa Had fan) Je Js St Ga fEA Bet fafa ug 2 
IS BS Cal } miftpatsHa farts eT ufos Odi ast Tet 


Gy si fea He us [ad fgHe Ba Tend, Hedi, HAAS dd HS UGH MATS G3 Fie di JS 
mS mre mY S Us SF nse Jo us mfteysua farts F se Je Ja | Aaa mifteatsHa fara 
a Ast de st fas fanaa GT Jel HASH G3 ABH ot del FEA Set mftersna fame t fen a 
miftrs cdot Sal der ater J Ig a A ust ais we Cn 2 ore mfipnsHa fans et use 
Sat ats Are pufatsHa ferns A Ca Je A oss UaHt are plsat ot de Hdl Afsast Ss apna 
del 

AY! sie fed fa mftratSHa farts fESATaPHS StS Aha ales AGS Ct AS ST fapas 
JI miftatsHa farts Afsast SS Ua Ha HS AUIS JA fa Ran SUH S| 
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OH a ufgana mS OTH fAHIS 
3 gHad Hu as 
brarcs@hotmail.com 


Art ast fed UTA ad HH al Atay fed SH fAHS Yds St tft 
J1 fA Ada GH frre 4 AHsS adel J fa dg Age 3 oH fAHTS 
for 3 far dl AS J ufsst on et ufssnr qeuret fed Se ai 
fentatgisa 3d 3 aH fla ste nigda Hee J fos teh USE STS) HEE 
Odi AAG Slot At chop AT Aa | TY 
OH a Ud AS AS Il SHA Ud Us yas Il 
OH a Ud fafifs Ye UTS Il STH A Ud HHS farnta fama II 
OTH & Ud MANA USS Il STH A Utd AS ward | STH A Ud Uda AS SSS Il USTALY 
Af Tso AC SA claws dite oH a faGad NA Us 80d 
Te mH ty Hae oi fa fT TS SHU TSI 
dfa tan 2 faamrt it aT 9923 
Waes SHA eng il UST IAA 
Ta aaHa As ant it Us q229 
Je thn d Ra oH Teta eurg ad Shot! Cd USe14 J afk | STS TH G mMUSTeS 
TS USSG YS Te TS Il 
ota ofa afar fase gfe aet HATH 9 TIC I UST IWI23 
fai 6 alas did’ oH Ja fed Sa Slot sre west Hea Ald fed MUST Shot Baai 
ol AA ge Te Te HAH ot di A wal wid Sw HAG fea YRS Varah, Jat Sghot wrfe Ai 
CH ae age Ti Cg THA fen ogi a Aad fears Sere JI fed afer at J AS US | fig]! 
SH! Ud Gud ulsst dg Ai afa a wire Ja EH OH S Ae ays Ue ast d A oH Ht A as UT 
He dl wig nid Sue Ti for 
AsHats art aeShs 1 fra Sat BH SurTSpy Il 
Sa BH Jan J Baa Afsalfa ton gas NE wun UatTo2ll 
fen fe9 fora d far oH fa JaH D1 EA OH SA aH 3 dA ag UST ost J aT EA 
afd Sale fa Jan fea dara ag fend! 
Tan defe larg, JAH & atom ATE (AY STMT) 
Ste Jan fed ot nag Ue Je Jal wrt nia ot Areard Haga AS Val Ti fa Ara’ ay fka 
Yat faunrest fed det dior d1 ag a frat foun 3 od sfeantd| A ag Aloe 3 fH fauH S ct 
Jan fra dl frost S Hed in ae a fafoon & we a Ua fart oie vact due wat J fea 
JaH A SuH Ua Ja us feaai § ae wes od HAT 
Hung cue di fa dd aad te rl Ae fan Ws 3 ae Gd Jd Sud Bai § Ja Su Ths ms 
zu fu Sal § Baal 3 fan si w GM fest He 3 ulssi Ga uss | fhS wes faa 
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Ufo qurg H3Y As As Sel AS <e I 
Sd ASG APH aT Tet 3 urs WE II 
BSI Fe B HS SA a Sd HS 5 ATE Il 
UO AHTSH GOAT A IMS TS Ul US! 899 
Je Usa § theo, Hsu, As we fame Redhat a Hote eT ASS Yet a NTS Get fad Jl at Tg 
Afoe 3 Usa } fea dion adi fest A ag Ato a fea Hon S ufgant JI idl 2a ag AoE aH 
OTHS II 
Ufa foe cus Ufa uet UA ore 1 ufse AY Jers efe Sh oe vee II 
ual abuts ath He Une frefs Hote Il age} ASH! wify A ST HABHTS AETE II 
aaa AS afanid Fa Fat UAE 113 1 Us IWS9 
at amt 4 Hv, 8d (efean), da, dal Shs, we fhes Hors 4 fasra Vet a USS Bei di 
Sd fad Add Atae } amet } fea ton ci fest Jd fa wird Te mu\er | fed Hi Sct fae J Je Tg 
Al fee Ja Aathat } 


Het ASy Aan us 3st fora at aafa fags i 
fa ary anit afer qafs sa uss II 
nireh Uet Has AHH Hfs Ais AG A II 
Salts farts efeor garafe wife whe eats are Il 
~ifu arg oral AS A att fafa fafa neat ATS II 
Ha feral efe arg vorefa BA mrefa STH II 
mieH FSA airey I etfs nists nate mods Aa Ad fat SAI aT O 
TstAd 3 det 1 Sa fenfe afa AHAfs We Hal aIhA AST A TITS Il 
Yot OZOll Ald APE Us Il 
JaH 83 A Ail adh Van fA fos Se il HaA Ze fags Je Aa gals fe| ue Ell 
Yat Cot Ald APE Us ll 
Addit } St fea ct aft fa svat Hes ard fed A must Ae Hass fed ot Te mye si Fal afoot 
WT Aa | uel Aonitd § Hse Tol 
Ag Uda Ulea Afonig il ngafe ufs te gag I 
38 us mas suse Il Stat aTQ wifyS fog VTS II 
wah) Hee Het cans Il fas aQ oefa agH f30 ard II 
Bla SUd SUld fds UZtN Uae 


Jaret fro Te, Redhat a HAH, than, saat Hs, fefeut, 38, 7 2 Tei a Hea wy (eaedh) ye 
fra da ot fer are 
fed fants 4 fHee Jol dae feaai Tei d dle And fed Ust aI 
Hafe HIS VW 2 IHS TS faare|t adel AGH UTS SS VS Il 
OH Sta ASy Aaa gy adtet 2H 1 SG AGH afa AHATA We STaIS Sy ITI 
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Yat uty 
Pals Ud MHS JS fa CU Set PaTouTdl ad Ud HVS! eda Tet aS! S| 
Te Je ald nilge AY SH afd Sa Il Hols Ae ata sians fan fefe SHS TI 
zentfoor faG cea afa S SI HS A NAN at uty 
od Bd aud 4 fHSe Tal fa aTeh! Surg ag, ud fedai Tei SS Utd Ad | 


Afe AMS ACS As Ws B VS Il Usd Fo Prapnebht Hs Ha Wes as Il 
fadara 2 ofr ata Safe Bafa HIS sivas ux 
Je Ga dad UA as o fae da fa set Sadi ag ug IM fas fea ys G Gu a | He fess Sad 
ada HST SH Til 
fe fag afa wad His oH afa aH Il da Seon ata Weet Sta mig Ug II 
Bad 28 Held afd va VETS SG MBUAU US UtE 

Jed dg Aloe myShai ase ond fas afent } HHS m3 fea OH 4 fess at AS GET SH feT 
BH US Sel fa ae feTat Tet} muSel Fa HSH US J Pa SA Sd da He Il 

as fefs fsfs eAg Ute Ha HSy <ter¢ II 

nifys oH Stad aT ule fAA at ASA UT" II 

Aa ure Aa ge fan a fe Cad Il 
Sd GHZ sal od Wel fas fos gu Cfa wd Il 
3H AAT Ud6 Bla SdPA Ag BSA FSH UA Il Us sat 

fra fess of fiat ufgant ISH TH wid CY! Tg mans Ce HS Sat ares ffir fa fae Arg 
dst } mS GH aTd Aaoat se dA Hd 2 aH Aden yg a frsy ue | Saat wmu|t Alea 
Ad fed fed Te nuerfont mms dH ard fed dt yg ct yrust att 

dite difie difie Afa oHee He Stee Il 

mrs OH a Stud HES Srest|St Vi FIG il UST SO ll Ws Age Us 
Je wl fu ag va Tifa GH fegat Ard Tet G nese § ct fad J ma aH fka sre mirgaa 

Hee dF fa Fiza fee Ueto Stat Age J et ure UST OT HAT STH Set Sat Sat a atet 
Stel 88a Fam sql cess as ai Hum si di fkats ars, ard uA s_i t oH |Y BTS, BI i uta 
Hee, at di dg fan A unis oe, aden Asgisgit usitaneed on fangs ded | aussi 
Tete sad § UST A Has fes mu\|reer g Il 
fF di Hess due Ja feat § wal Monge wee ase Ti Afni a Est Heed! gS BH | 
nual fies ad fee ai Be fég mueer 3) wet } feasr ugar dt on frags oil a1 fe g gre 
fFq ag us Te 1000 SH US| Tet UZS Te JI fai fag uge adil us fad wg fa qg Afsa} 
far ot d| ud freer UzSI SH fAHdS Std! SH faHda J A dg Alas } Te ntu\e|t Ae Has fed 
a dee ane feu merge wet faa due Hes feat Tet wong Aes Set fas J, Gad aH 
fda oH fhude det sat dee odd A A wel fes ou cl ufssn Tet gag 6 Av ss 
fea musta is Heo And fed case Hl 
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The Great Genera 


Lt. Gen. Harbakhsh Singh 


Who, in 1965 war, refused to hand over Areas of 
Pakistan 


Dr Dalvinder Singh Grewal, Ludhiana 


dalvinder45 @yahoo.co.in 


| had the opportunity to fight the wars of 1965 


meet the great generals who were instrumental in winning these wars. 


Punjab beyond Beas to 


and 1971, as well as to 





One of these special generals was Lieutenant General Harbakhsh Singh. 
He was tall, strong, smart and charismatic. In the 1965 war, he was the General Officer Commanding of 
the Western Command of the Army and his territory covered area opposite almost the entire West 





Corps Commander of 33 Corps. From there he 
Western Command. 


Pakistan. 

Lieutenant General Harbakhsh Singh was known 
as asoldier’s general because on the one hand he fought 
in front with the soldiers and on the other hand he 
instilled so much enthusiasm in the soldiers that victory 
was assured even during the most difficult situations. He 
was a battle hardened General. He fought in the North- 
West Frontier Province; was seriously wounded while 
fighting the Japanese in Malaya during World War Il; 
fought the Battle of Sheltang; and in 1947 saved Srinagar 
from Pakistani invaders and recaptured Tithwal from the 
Pakistani army. 

During the war with China in 1962, when 
Lieutenant General BM Kaul fell ill and the jawans 
became disillusioned after the initial defeat, General 
Harbakhsh Singh was sent to Tezpur to take charge of 
the 4 Corps. General Harbakhsh restored confidence in 
the defeated soldiers and commanders and began to 
boost their morale. As General Kaul returned and took 
over 4 Corps, General Harbakhsh Singh was appointed 
was promoted to the rank of Army Commander of the 


You must have seen the photo of General Harbakhsh Singh in the popular Uri sector in Kashmir. 


At that time, the whole of Jammu and Kashmir 


was under Western command. The Northern Command 


was later formed from the area of Western Command. The forces under General Harbakhsh Singh 
surrounded all the guerrilla forces of the Pakistan Gibraltar Force with the help of the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir and stopped Pakistan's Operation Grand Slam in the Chhamb-Akhnoor sector. Within hours 
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of the tripartite attack across the international border, an Indian division was knocking on the gates of 
Lahore, about which Shastri Ji had said: “We will walk over to Lahore”. 

The most important aspect of this war was that when the division of Pakistani Patton tanks 

started advancing towards Khemkaran area, there was a danger that the Indian Centurion tanks would 
not be able to face them and the battle would be lost. In view of this fear, Army Chief General JN 
Chaudhary ordered General Harbakhsh Singh to withdraw his troops behind the line of Beas River. This 
meant that areas like Khemkaran, Tarn Taran, Goindwal, Amritsar and Gurdaspur were to be ceded to 
Pakistan without a fight. 
In his book 'In the Line of Duty: A Soldier Remembers’ General Harbakhsh Singh writes: 'Late on the night 
of September 9, the Chief of Army Staff called me ... ‘To save the whole army from the division, | must 
move my army back to the Beas River line’. Moving back from Beas would mean sacrificing key areas of 
Punjab, including Amritsar and Gurdaspur districts, which would be far worse than the 1962 defeat at 
the hands of China. ' 

This was also confirmed by Capt. Amarinder Singh, who was the ADC of General Harbakhsh Singh 
at the time and who had received a call from the Army Chief. Capt. Amarinder Singh writes: "At 2.30 am, 
Army Chief General JN Chaudhary called the General and spoke. ‘Move back 11 corps from Beas line.” 
General Harbakhsh Singh refused to implement the order. “ 

Refusing to obey the verbal orders of his army chief is considered a heinous crime but General 
Harbakhsh Singh preferred his country before himself. The result was in India's favour. The result was in 
India's favour. In the battle of ‘Asal Uttar’, the famous M-47 Patton tanks of the Pakistan Armoured 
Division, were annihilated by a single Indian regiment of Centurion tanks aided by a handful of infantries. 
A tank cemetery of American Patton can still be seen in the Khemkaran sector. 

Writing about the 1965 war, Major General DK Palit confirmed that” “In fact, such an order was 
issued by the Army Chief, but "Harbakhsh was stubborn and refused to comply." He told Chaudhry that 
he would not accept a verbal order on such an important issue. No written order from the Army Chief 
ever came since by the time it could reach, he had already won the field. It was one of the great strategic 
victories of the war when the Centurions and 106 mm cannons led by Harbakhsh wreaked havoc with 
Pakistani Patton tanks in this battle of Khemkaran. ' 

Well-known defence analyst and columnist Inder Malhotra wrote that General Chaudhry 
"panicked and ordered Harbakhsh to withdraw his troops behind Beas, and Harbakhsh Singh refused." 

Thus, remaining steadfast in the face of adversity, showing exceptional leadership and battle 
skills General Harbakhsh Singh defeat a much stronger force at a critical juncture and saved Punjab north 
of Beas from going to Pakistan. He was a true national hero and was awarded the Padma Vibhushan by 
the President among many other awards already showered on him. 
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Note to Contributors 


The Sikh Bulletin invites articles on matters relating to Sikhi. Essays that adopt CRITICAL 
approaches towards Sikh matters and issues are given priority for publication. Articles 
devoted towards exploring the messages of Gurbani as contained within the Aad Guru Granth 
Sahib (AGGS) are particularly welcome. 


Manuscripts must be in English or Gurmukhi and must begin with a title page that includes 
the names, e-mail addresses, and affiliations of all authors. References must be properly 
cited. 


Manuscripts need to be submitted online to  editor@sikhbulletin.com or 
dhillon99@gmail.com and must be in Microsoft Word (.doc). The preffered font for English 
characters is Calibri font size 11. Gurbani and Gurmukhi characters must be in Unicode 
(Nirmla Ul). 


The maximum length for each article in a regular issue is 5,000 words. 


Note on Use of Gurbani Verses and Translations by Authors 


When quoting Gurbani in their articles, authors are required to provide the Gurmukhi version 
of the full verse and a romanised version. Mention musts be made of the page where it is to 
be found in the AGGS. In line with the aspirations of The Sikh Bulletin, authors must provide 
translations of Gurbani verses that break from the mould of vedantic, yogic and literal slants 
prevalent in orthrodox translations. Articles relying solely on Gurbani translations as 
provided by Sant Singh Khalsa MD’s English Translation will NOT be published. 


Note to Readers 


The Sikh Bulletin is published in electronic format and is being sent to readers whose e-mail 
addresses are in our distribution list. Please feel free to forward this issue to your contacts. 
Alternatively, you may provide us the e-mail addresses of friends and family who would like 
to receive The Sikh Bulletin regularly. 


The Sikh Bulletin (including past issues) may be accessed at www.sikhbulletin.com. More 
recent issues can also be accessed at www.sikhivicharforum.org. Archived copies of the Sikh 
Bulletin can be retrieved here: https://archive.org/details/sikh-bulletin. 


The views expressed by authors are their own. Please send feedback at 


editor@sikhbulletin.com 
Thank you for your continued support of The Sikh Bulletin. Editor. 
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